6 


8 * 5982 pl 8 . "= 

E q 4 * 9 , 

» a. * 1 * F =. © 4 S % id , 1 a 
* 


* o THE-PRING PLES . 
2 | * SIREN 7 = a 7.3 


£rvit PITTS ON 


In, not: intitle to SlEGovernmenty 
{4 i = 15 | + %y N 

5 or to th e Hunt Privileges r I 
EP Rn nt LORE 


* 


| An ANSWER i Dogtc: pron! 
e FANATIC AE ä 


* | | | „ 
* . 4 ; ” WR Le dy 4 - 8 ; | 6 ” "i _ 
| \ — N . 2 =. — 1 K wu ky co 


a % S ©. 4 * 
1 3 4 e a * * Yet vw. 
4 4 


i By 'the Author c of the PR RR Glo 


20 8 1. 05% I. O N D Ne * 33 
Printed nt i fl by. J. DIXWELL, Ns. 15, i 
. Martin s Lane, near Charing Croſs. 1776, 


— A 


ING AND SUBJECT, 


{Pele ONE SHILEING | "> 


9 


, 
* 
* 

1 b 
! 

- 4 

; 

FY 
-+ 


WY 
_— —— . i i 


„ 
„ 
—— 
. 


+ # 
*_ 
> 


—— 


* 
* 


— Tg E- 


— 

* 
— rer 
- — »> - 


1 4 | 
4 
: "+ "4 
1 
. 5 Y 
* 
oy , 1 
4 9 
id 
, : wy 
on % 
© 4 4 
E K . ' 
i 
: F : 
= . { 
* 
4 
4.4. 
4 
- 


— — — 


8 
— 


CONTENTS. 


* 


SG xcrriok 1. 
Unreftrained Liberty an Evil. 


SECT. 2. 
E Civil Liberty in general. 


SECT. .3. , 
of Licentiouſneſs. 


SECT. 4. 


Of the Authority of Parliament aver an | 


„ "1 BBCDs © 


Subordination and Authority neceſſary to ſu oft 
Cpvil Liberty. 15 15 en 


©" Sxcr. 6. 
of the Fuſtice of the War with America. 


SECT. 7. 


Fa * 2 


of the Policy of the War with Arie 1 7 


We, e ) |: "Das 
dead, Policy of Europe as to our preſent Cant. | 


SECT. 9. 
Qf ur _ as to America in an 


- SxCT. 10. / 
* Of Emigration. 


Vis 


6 


: 


# 
» 
" 

; F 


* 
. 


L 
N * 
"L 


*. 
* 
, * 
i * * " P 
* 4 ö 
* FA = — 
1 
* 1 . A | | 0 ' 
. % A 
A 
. * K 5 


WI the laws of an empire are infringed. by a parts 


Before I enter into the juſti 


lar and extenſive bleſſings of civil libert 


* | (fg | 


7 9 THE 
„ 46 a $9 
. OF THE 1 p 
KING and SUBJECT, 
oe; r 


1 * * 
7 tr 


when the flames of rebellion blaze high, when the 

intereſt and proſperity of the people are engaged and 
endangered, it becomes the duty of "ey loyal ſubject to ex+ 
plore, and if poſſible to point out the evils from whence thoſe 
tumults originate, to elucidate to every part the juſt limits and 
unity of empire, to deface from the publ. 


ic prejudices and im- 
preſſions inculcated by publications and pamphleteers, pregnant 
with miſchief and dangerous ta,good order and civil ſociety. 
tion of adminiſtration yU 
legal right, upon equitable or juſt claim, upon good fellowſhip 
or gratitude, muff pay ſome attention to a doctrine of liber- 
ty ately publiſhed by Dr. Price, a ſyſtem importaptly big with 
nger to civilization, to the phyſical, moral, religious and ci- 
vil order of mankind... ; va?) 
To give an abridged view of this gentleman's idea of liberty, 
he arranges his ſyſtem under four heads, of phyſical, moral, 


religious and civil liberty, and contends, that a free ageney in 


ranny and oppreſſion. Thus at once does he cancel all 


each conſtitutes liberty, whilſt a reſtraint on either forms a a tu 
municipal laws of-mankind, and let looſe upon community de- 


Ren nature without any of thoſe glorious checks which the 


aws of God and man baye placed upon them. 
Too narrow the bounds of freedom to argue againſt the pecu- 
; heaven forbid ! a 
crimſon bluſh would tain my cheeks at ſuch an attempt, and - 
conſcious guilt would impede my hand. But to weed the con- 
ſtitution of licentiouſneſs, to draw a proper line between civil | 
liberty and fanatical anarchy, N animate in the minds of Bri- 
* 8 | 2 F951 | tons 
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1 
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A 2 
cos che dignity dhe ſupremacy of: the; Senta er s 
| country over America, the atchievements of their illuſtrious an- 
AD ceſtors, who bled, who expended their national wealth in that 
conqueſt, and to ſhew them that colonies, according to the 
, ſyſtem of the world and reaſon, are not entitled to the princi- 
| ples of ſelf government and ſelf freedom, is my principal de- 
ſign. % 2 2 KW 
{ . Firſt then, let me examine what are the evils ariſing from 
| phyſical liberty, and then ſubmit it to my reader, witether li- 
j berty reſtrained, which I contend, in every ſyſtem of liberty, 
ought to be, bears not a fairer fruit than that bramble of.ſpon- 
zaneity, which, unpruned of its thorns, corrupt nature firſt 
has formed. Let me examine what a train of vices does ſelf 
agency tolerate; the hand commits murder, ſuicide, ſteals, and 
all its concomitant evils ; the blood acts with all its inceſtu- 
ous attributes. It is the power of the will and act, and in the 
literal ſenſe phyſical liberty: Had not the wifdom of man placed 
boundaries and inflictions upon our actions, ſavage nature 
would live upon more cordial ties of ſociety than mankind. 
E. In like manner the doctor tells us, He whoſe paſſions are 
it not controuled by his moral liberty, wants ſelf government ;” 
it therefore to ſtimulate us to ſelf government, that darling brat 
| of a republican caſuiſt, we muſt diveſt ourſelves of all moral 
| obligation, and tear up by the roots all. formularies to church 
| doctrine, but ſuch as are reconcileable to our own perceptions, 


* 


* 


_ - otherwiſe we are in a ſtate gf ſlavery and ſervitude. Such 
principles I allow are well adapted for his favorite friends; for, 
firſt deprave the moral obligation in man, and you ſoon bring 
* him forward to morode upon ſociety." Where the controul of 
bf religious duty is not, there is ſeldom. an obedience to any form 
} of — the mind untutored to this firſt principle, ſets 
_—— up hereſies in religion as well as in politics; he finds rebellion 
| and faction varniſhed over by ſome pampl. leteer under the pom- 
bi pous name of liberty; ſelf agency and ſelf government, dreſſed 
= up with the ſpangles of elocution, and ſervitude and {lavery the 
3 attendants upon legiſlation and good order. However, to de- 
bt fine upon moral liberty, I hope it will be allowed, that all mo- 
| ral duties are neceſſary checks upon our: paſſions, and that in 
human nature our —— argue againſt the moral. The com- 
mandments ſpeak forcibly this language; hence it is that conſti- 
tutes the moral, as we combat and overcome the deſire. This 
is not ſlavery nor ſervitude, for by the examination of our ſenſes 
we find from this reſtraint a benefit -Equally fo in legiſlation; 
and proves that unreſtrained liberty is the greateſt evil. >. 
To enter into-a diſcuſſion of religious liberty hangs out a 
melancholy picture, how that divine law has been $4) _ 
3 dts: modelle 


Hah, 
* - 


Fey ory 


modelled by-every hypocrite, by every tyrant, to anſwer the luſt 
N the 1 3 the doQtor's knowledge of the 


epoch of unfortunate Charles, will furniſh him with 1illuſtra- 
tions on this head, and to the credit of his friends they have 
carefully preſerved the ſeeds of fanatical zeal and gloomy diffi- 
mulation. Yet, to anſwer his poſition of religious liberty, I 
contend, that ſuch ſupports an evil of magnitude, and has been 
the ſap and overthrow of empire and legiſlation. It is well 
known that ſectaries who depart from the eſtabliſhed religion of 
their country, carry with them a ſecondary motive and wiſh to 
eſtabliſh their mode of faith as ſupreme. hus do ſectaries out 


of ſectaxies 1. until the eſtabliſhed church is thinned, 


and religion polluted by a thouſand opinions repugnant to chriſ- 
tianity and . Thus ſpread, in religious duty, alſo 


ſeparate in political ideas of legiſlation, until the moral and 


political laws of their country are rend and converted into 
anarchy and atheiſm. Religion, in all the ſhapes we can 
model it under the idea of chriſtianity, demands a poſitive ſur- 
render of many of our ſenſes to the plenitude of its myſteries, 
and therefore ſtands above our convictions ; here the ſenſes are 
in a ſtate of reſtraint, as phyſical liberty is taken away. The 
doctor may here gain a triumph, and tell me he is a deiſt: If 
ſo, on that ground I quit him. But for the benefit of my rea- 
ders, refer them to the original ſtate of man, which ſhews them, 
in that early period, the divine hand placed a reſtriction on our 
ſenſes by the injunction of the apple; the law was tranſgreſſed, 
and man fell. In ſimilar manner will all moral and legiſlative - 
regulations fall, when phyſical liberty or mental tolerations of 
religious duties act without controul, 5 
I ſhould not trouble my reader with a diſcuſſion of thoſe points 
already ſpoke to, were they not ingeniouſly introduced to cancel 
thoſe nice diſtinctions in the mind of man that ſanctify and give 
vigour to moral and legiſlative authority, and under the general 
idea of liberty, to warm the imagination to a ſolemn contempt 
of all laws, municipal or fundamental. To examine this doc- 
trine with preciſion, we ſhall find in it every poiſon, every anti- 
dote to the general ſyſtem of mankind ; nor has the combined 
works of fa kian let looſe upon us a ſtream ſo fated, fo malig- 
nant, as when a dangerous ſpirit pervades the whole, and beats 
upon our minds falſe alarms to our commercial and political 
happineſs. WR Se; + Bk. 
Jo give 2 conciſe view of this ſyſtem of liberty, it is neceſ- 
ſary to delineate and lay before the public the different qualifica- 
tions which the doctor models and imbibes his favourite ſon of 
liberty with, Firſt, Phyſical liberty, with all the appetites of 
luſt and revenge unreſtrained, Moral liberty, that reſtrains 


the 


violated in its bud, and the mind an 


| 
ELF... | 


the paſſions, a ſlavery, Religious liberty; beyond our pere 
tions, a ſervitude. mn Civil liberty, a total abſolution E 5 


oaths of allegiance, fundamental or municipal laws, ties of 
charters, magna charta, declafatory acts, or acts of legiſlation 
that counteract or reſtrain. his ideas of liberty and ſelf-govern- 


ment, to thoſe he adds a few grains of licentiouſneſs, which he 


declares often animates the mind to a ſtate of freedom. If the 


Jaſt poſition be. true, I know no country in ſo fair a way of free- - 


dom as this, nor where the animation of licentiouſneſs operates 
with more unrelenting rage. 


With ſuch materials has he ſet out his ſon for the meredian 
of his favorite ſoil ; and a laſt adieu pathetically laments to 


him the degeneracy of thaſe days in which the axe is blunted 
from ſecret and royal blood, when a Barebone parliament has 
loſt its power of impeachment, and cutting away the flower of 
our nobility ; when the ducal and mitred head ſtood on ſpikes to 
rot b fore the tainted galls 3 and when Britons unſafe in life 
and property trembled before the moſt tyrannic deſpot that ever 


Aiſgraced human freedom; ſuch would have been the fate of 
Britons this day, had not Monckton brought the army to the | _ 
relief of freedom; and ſuch will be the fate of every country | 


where a uſurper breaks down the fences of law, and tramples on 
every right but lawleſs power. _ Ae 
We 2 already what progreſs this doctrine has made in Ame- 
rica, their life and property are confiſcations to the rapacious 
will of a congreſs or committee. r ee the fairpretence, 
opinion of men held and 

dictated by force and compulſion: He therefore who ſuppoſes, 


that, ſhould Amer! able to withdraw itſelf from the ſupre- 


macy of this country, it will preſerve the ſeeds of freedom, forms 


a weak and vague opinion, as ſome uſurper will take the lead, 


and rule the colonies and their congreſſal agents with the rod of 


iron and oppreſſioon. | A 
/ Civil Liberty. 


Y civil liberty we are to underſtand, that civil and reſtrained 
are ſynonimous. Civil is that ſtamp, that controul which 


the wiſdom of the people have placed upon their liberties, and put 
under the juriſdiction of a firſt IN e or ſome form of le- 


giſlation; and he, who from a diſtempered mind, or from the 


heat and rage of his conſtitution, violates that compact as laid 

' doyyn,is a delin quent to 9 905 Civil liberty is alſo that agree” 
ment made between the people and the deſpot, or monarch, out 

of which municipal and fundamental laws are formed, to thoſe 

las each party are reciprocally bound; the monarch to aſſume the 


reins 


4 


6 , | 
reins of government, enters into obligation to keep them | 
_ chaſte and juſt, to which he is bound by oath ; the people on 
their part take the oaths of allegiance to ſupport that monarch ; 
no diſpenſing clauſe under heaven can ſanctify a breach of this | 
agreement; the rights and diſtinctions between each party are | 
cladbed out, and whilſt thoſe rights are mpportes on each fide, 
it is civil liberty whether in Paris, Madrid, or London ; thoſe 
were my ideas of civil liberty before I had the inſtructive honor 
of reading doctor Price's ſyſtem on that head; but I find by 
bliſhing his bull unigenitous, which he ſo much cenſures 
in the pope, that he abſolves the people from all thoſe ſanctified 
ties of legiſlation whenever the fanatical breeze of freedom 
blows; and again draws out his Huns and Vandals to overrun 
Europe, with a ſavage freedom and tyrannic rage. To obſerve. 
that gentleman's ſuperſtructure of civil liberty for a moment, 
claims our pity ; but when we conſider him a man of common 
ſenſe, our ſolemn contempt. He defires you to_ take notice 
that his ſyſtem is not to be tried by the doctrine of former 
times, by charters or by law, (indeed he is juſt in this reſtraint 
as not proof againſt either ;) I ſhould gladly know by what 
tribunal or ſtatute he is to try it; I fuppoſe by their high migh- 
tineſſes the continental congreſs as Jud es, by the proteſting 
the 


lords as advocates, and by a jury of the factious members of the 
| houſe of commons. ; 


It is a reflection that damps the mind to find that men of 
abilities, whoſe breaſts are inhabited by Britiſh hearts, and 
whoſe veins are filled with Britiſh blood, will pollute, the. 

ſyſtem of reaſon and legiſlation, will draw out arguments to 

invigorate faction and rebellion, when our deareſt and moſt 
valuable rights are endangered; with men of reaſon futile ar- 
guments have no effect, but with a turbulent people every ſpark 
catches until the flame becomes general; the language of free- 
dom therefore is the beſt ſeduction to hurry them into every act 
of intemperance, until an enthuſiaſtical belief pervades the 
whole, and imaginary regions of bliſs are opened for their de- 
parted ſouls. | $8 29 ky 

To reſume the topic of civil liberty, doctor Price tells us 
what little animation, what ſervitude a man muſt be in to look K 
up to a law giver for the regulations of his political and private 

freedom through the different ſtages of his life, or to ſurrender A 
to the ſupremacy of one country over another; here at once 4 
is a mine ſprung that involves mankind, and overturns the 
ſyſtem of the univerſe. From the firſt ſtate of the hiſtory of the 
world, from the teſtimony of all the diſcoveries that have been 
made of the ſavage tribes of the earth, we find a ſubordination 
eſtabliſhed among them: we find that, unaided and untutored 


nature 


— »-—— wide 


R 
nature dictated to them an inveſtiture of ſupremacy on ſome one 
of their community, judiciouſſy to hold certain municipal laẽw-Ws 
for their regulation, which they obey ſacred and inviolate. 
With ſuch opinions as thoſe is the world partly'bound and con- 
trouled : the wiſe Creator ſtamped on the minds of men a ſub- 
ordinate ſtate, the better to hold and link them together for mu- 
tual preſervation. Happy for this country that it has choſen 
a ſyſtem of government the moſt compleat, the moſt extenſive 
under heaven; yet to the idea of an independent ſtate of mind, 
the annals of this country have been ſtained with more blood 
and caprice than the reſt of Europe. I fervently wiſh that every 
Briton may enjoy the full ſcope of liberty allowed by the eon- 
ſtitution; but here the diſtinction is nice men, when they 
arrive at a certain ſtate of liberty, are not content, but intro- 
duce phyſical liberty for civil. liberty. Innovations in a ſtate 
are dangerous, and involve old ſyſtems of ſound policy in airal 
1 of frantic legiſlation. ä W 
The doctor tells us, that no man is free or ought to pay 
taxes but he who has ſelf government, or a ſhare in the conſti- 
tution. Should this be the caſe, I dread many of his majeſty's 
ſubjects have not patriotiſm enough to offer voluntary contri- |, 
butions; and I believe it will be found on calculation, that 
not one million out of twelve million of ſubjects are repreſented. 
Had public ſpjrit peryaded thoſe excluded eleven millions, we 
ſhould ſee one formidable army on Blackheath, and another on 
Wimbledon Common in ſupport of liberty and property---no 
repreſentation no taxation. od 4 6 oy 
He again aſſerts that all laws, all power reſts and centers in 
the people. This poſition I totally deny. The conſtitution | 
being formed of three diſtinct ſtates, each ſtate has its ſeparate . 
right; the king, as ſupreme, the power of controul, coercion, 
and exertion, whiſt he keeps up inviolate the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution ; the people, the power of raiſing taxes, and many 
other ineſtimable 4+ op too numerous to recite ; the lords, a 
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E third ſtate, Was a ballance and guard againſt the ſtretch or en- 
* croachment of prerogative, or the intruſion of the people. 
Fi Should the people wiſh to get rid of thoſe two other branches 
* of the legiſlature, will any man tell me, that all legal power reſts 
; | in them, and that a military force ought not to be brought out 


to reſtrain ? The three branches of the legiſlature are equally 
dear to the conſtitution, and if any of them infringes on the 
other, it is lawleſs. power. Such is the preſent melancholy 
# picture of America, where the people have uſurped * > eter 
|| of the two other ſtates, and cancel'd all laws but thoſe of force 
j and rebellion : in ſuch caſe the doctor is juſt in his obſervation, 
' that all power centers in the people. In all ather caſes, * 
1 | GPs the 


the people abſolutely bound to ſubmit to their juriſdiction. 
After making the king and lords cyphers in the ſtate, I hoped 
to find ſome power left with the repreſentatives of the people. 
But I find thoſe unhappy men are confidered only as tubes thro? 
which the conftituents are ta ſpeak their minds, and the only 
men in the nation which the Doctor takes away ſelf-government 
from, I join in the opinion that repreſentatives are only the 
truſtees of the public; but I contend, that, when that truſt is 
+ delegated upon them, they are to act from their own mental 
rs, and not bound down ftudiouſly to follow the opinion of 
thoſe who immediately conſtituted them. A repreſentative is 
not alone the repreſentative of the county or town that returns 
him, but of the general proſperity of the people, that he is to 
attend to and not the private intereſt of one ſpot. Let me ſup- 
poſe a bill of utility for the nation was in agitation that impeded 
the private 1 of Briſtol, Liverpool, or any other given 4 
place; ſuppoſe the conftituents of that injured ſpot ſhould in- <- <4 
truſt their repreſentative to oppoſe the bill—ſurely he is not 
bound to do ſo; nor have the people a power of recalling that 
* truſt for the time being. No country, be it ever ſo 
ſmall, that the intereſt of the different ſituations of it do not 
claſh ; therefore, if every repreſentative was only to attend to 
the intereſt of thoſe his conſtituents, a multitude of little private 
intereſts would grow up, and you might as well expect unani- 
mity from the plenipotentiaries of the world, as to put all un- 
a general controul, as from an Engliſh ſenate who are to 
ſpeak only the opinions of their conſtituents- The Doctor alſo 
tells us, If parliament was to prolong their duration that th 
forfeited the truſt, and that all Laos back to the people.“ 
hope the parliament will be equally careful not to violate this 
truſt by ſhortening their duration ; therefore the author had 
better whiſper his doctrine to his city friends, to prevent the 
trouble of annual motions for the ſhortening of parllament. 1 
always imagined the ſpirit and life of parliament were to be free; 
but I now find they are to be under a general controul to their 
conſtituents, and thas the people have a power and right, when 
new ideas of freedom ſpring. up, to revoke all delegated power, 
and to new model and frame the conſtitution as they judge beſt, 
Thus is parliament converted alſo into a cypher, and every power 
torn 3 the three branches of the legiſlature, and center in the 
People. . 
Io enter into a further diſquiſition on civil liberty would re- 
quire a wider ground for diſcuſſion than I wiſh now to take. It 
is true ] have à very unequal fight as reſtraining of liberty, 
9 | B through 


| (- wo TT. | 
through all its wild periods can never be ſo acceptable to the li- 
bertine mind, as laying it down upon a large ſcale of wide ex- 

anſe. Already I hope I have proved the dangerous tendency of 
Doctor Price's ſyſtem of liberty, which, from the leading prin · 
ciple of phyſical liberty, he lays down in civil liberty, bound 
by no rule, ſuperſtructures of imagination are formed, and put 
into motion by the moſt forcibie moniſyllable in the Engliſh lan- 
guage (if), an unfair reaſoning lurks under every poſition, and 
anticipated calamities burſt through eyery, page. ' , , +; 


Of Licentiouſueſs. 


ICENTIOUSNESS, though introduced to us as an ani- 
mated virtue to reſtore freedom, appears to me to be the 


P pure ſeeds of anarchy and confuſion ; it is a weed, as I conceive, 


that grows under the fair flower of freedom, which if not care- 
fully wed, poiſons the ſoa], and ſoon converts the brighteſt roſe 
into a disfeatured bramble : yet it is a lamentable fact, that, in 
this country, to be a licentiate marks the criterion of ' applauſe, 
Oppoſe but a miniſter, and oratory requires no other ,plaudit. 
Turn fair declamation into invectives, and let ſcurrility take 
the lead of common decency, the gift of patriotiſm enſues ; and 
though a profligate of the greateſt magnitude, though venality 
be the — object, tho' a nocturnal debauchee and ſteeped 
in vices, his ſins are obliterated, and city benefits and honours 
enſue. Glorious is the day that a miniſter is bayed, and ſweet 


are the tones that can turn the national proſperity into irony and 


ridicule, Long have the public been deluded by. this creed of 
hypocriſy, and many the ſtains that fair freedom has ſuffered 
from this double-faced” principle. The honeſt man in private 
life will be the honeſt man in public life ; and they who believe 


that a knave can alter his diſpoſition and nature when exalted. to 


a higher ſtation, build their opinion upon a ſand bank that has 
no anon, but yields and ſhifts to every gale. The dura- 
tion of this applauſe, I own, is ſhort, originated in no virtue, a 
private auction enſues, and whaever bids higheſt for the apoſtate 
is ſure of ſucceſs. Tumbled from the treaſury bench to-day ; 
clamours to-marrow on the {ide of patriotiſm ; reſtored, as violent 
on the fide of adminiſtration. J - © 6 3 
Of all the evils. that grow out of Jicentiouſneſs, the greateſt 
is that of miſtating the internal, external, and commercial ins 
tereſts of a nation. It is a toleration we will find, on examina» _ 
tion, not allowed in any republic in Europe. Liberty, be it 


ever ſo valuable to thoſe ſtates, ſtands not without controul ; nar 
dare a burgher in Holland, Geneva, or Venice declare, after 4 
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nꝛct paſſed of their ſtates, that it was an act of oppreſſion and 
tyranny, that their delegates were venal, their magiſtrates cor- 
rupt, and their ſtadtholder or chief magiſtrate a fool and a block- 
head. This is the language of the licentiate in this country; 
this is the mode of declamation of ſome of the moſt ennobled 
characters of the nation; our finances reduced, our ſhips moul- 
dered and unmanned, a mutiny of our military, a venal parlia- 
ment, a corrupt houſe of lords, and a penſioned and vicious mi- 
niſtry : Happy for us that the beligerant powers of Europe view 
thoſe deſcriptions as the effects of venal envy or diſappointed 
rage. To abridge the freedom of Britains, or to contract the 
liberty of the preſs, are foreign to my intention. Liberty, 
when prudently checked, is one of the firſt bleſſings of life, but 
without a judicious pruning it runs into licentiouſneſs, and He 
looſe the intire benefit of it for want of controul. 


Of the Authority of Parliament over America, 


O much already has been ſaid and proved of the rightful au- 
thority of Great Britain over America; ſo beautiful a pic- 
ture given by Doctor Johnſon on the firſt principles of migration 
and colonization, that further illuſtrations are unneceſſary. 
Indeed it would be preſumption to touch a topic finiſhed by that 
maſterly hand; like a pioneer, he clears as he goes, and leaves 
the road ſmooth and 1 "ey wr over; to read him on this 
topic will ſet the mind at eaſe, as for the right of authority; 
and-it is no ſmall conſolation to the tender boſom of the beſt of 
kings, and to the feelings of the beſt of adminiſtrations, to 
know that juſtice and humanity are on their ſide. However, 
leaft my reader ſhould not have the advantage of reading this re- 
Cited authority, I will furniſh him with the golden rules of co- 
Ionization, as laid down: He firft tells us, there has been 
but two kinds of emigrations in the world, the firſt the fortui- 
tous ſons of enterprize, who made their ſword their law-giver, 
who conquered and who governed according to their pleaſure ; 
the other, a people who emigrated under charters, and, properly 
ſpeaking, under the denomination of colonies ; thoſe, like fibres 
extended from the body, were no more, they animated by the 
vitals of the conſtitution, and grew under its protection.“ Mr. 
Burke, that able and eloquent advocate for American freedom, 
in his elaborate and much admired ſpeech of April 19, 1774 
recites to us, in the moſt lively manner, the authority of Great 
Britain over America; his candour took the lead of his partial 


| feelings, and ingenfous truth and knowledge of the conſtitution 


- ſuperſeded his prejudices. I will here give his words from two 
fp B 2 motives z 


”- 
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motives ; the firſt to inſtruct, and 


the next to beautify the 
; « For my part, I look upon the rights ſtated in that act exactl 
in the manner in which I viewed. them on its very firſt p 
tion, which I have often taken the liberty, with great humility, 
to lay before you. I look, I ſay, on the imperial rights of Great 
Britain, and the privileges which the colonies ought to. enjoy 
under theſe rights, to be juſt the moſt reconcileable thing in the 
world. The parliament of Great Britain fits at the head of her 
extenſive empire in two capacities; one, as the local legiſlature 
of this iſland, providing for all things at home immediately, and 
by no other inſtrument than the executive power. The other, 
and I think her nobler capacity, is what I call her imperial cha- 
racer, in which, as from the throne: of heaven, ſhe ſuperintends 
all the ſeveral inferior legiſlatures, and guides and controuls them 
all without annihilating any. As all theſe provincial legiſlatures 
are only co-ordinate to each other, they ought. all to be ſubordi- 
nate to her, elſe they can neither preſerve mutual peace, nor 
hope for mutual juſtice, nor effectually afford mutual aſſiſtance. 
It is neceſſary to coerce the negligent, to reſtrain the violent, 
and to aid the weak and deficient by the over-ruling plenitude of 
her power. She is never to intrude into the place of the others 
whilſt they are equal to the common ends of their inſtitution. 
But in pur to enable parliament to anſwer all theſe ends of pro- 
vident and beneficent ſuperintendance, her powers. muſt be 
boundleſs. The gentlemen who think the powers of parliament 
limited, may pleaſe themſelves to talk of requiſitions. But ſup- 
poſe the requiſitions are not obeyed. What? ſhall there be no 
reſerved power in the empire to ſupply a deficiency which may 
weaken, divide, and diffipate the whole. We are engaged in 
war; the ſecretary of ſtate calls upon the colonies to contribute; 
ſome would do it; I think moſt would chearfully furniſh what- 
ever is demanded ; one or two ſuppoſe hang back, and eaſing 
* themſelves, let the ſtreſs of the draft lie on the others; ſurely it 
is proper that ſome authority might legally ſay, Tax your- 
ſelves for the common ſupply or parliament will do it for you.” 
The language of Lord Temple lately on this head does him 
honour, nor. can I be ſilent from encomium on the political gout 
of Lord Chatham, too proud to règend from his former opinions, 
and too great, too virtuous, and too much a Briton to ſupport 
meaſures ſubverſive of our freedom and our empire. I am in- 
clined to make indulgent allowance for-many of our nobility and 
leaders who argued firſt on the fide of America: they viewed 
them as a people wha applied for a redreſs of grievances, poor 
petitioners for their interference; ſuch claims generally meet the 
concurrence of our ſenate ; tis wiſdom, tis lenity to ſuccour 


: 
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the oppreſſed. On examination of the event it will be found | 
that we now ſtand upon that fide, and that the Americans have 


attempted a wider gap in the conſtitution than any proceeding 
rebellion ſince the 2 of Ceſar. To examine the evils that 
lurk under this rebellion of the Americans chills the blood; it is 


a monfter of magnitude, which at once gulfs and ſwallows out 


proſperity and freedom; it is of a different complexion,. and 


wears a ſanguinary face of rage and deſtruction: that of 1715 


and 1745 were only for a change of men (which heaven averted 
our meaſures, our empire were not to be torn up; but here is an 
attack for diſmemberment, for narrowing the vitals of our con- 
ſtitutional commerce, and incloſing us within the confined ſeas 
of England, Ireland and Scotland ; how long them ſmall bleſs- 
ings will even remain to Engliſhmen, ſhould America get free, is a 
very doubtful calculation, and I believe can only be computed by 
the author of Obſervations on Civil Liberty. | 
Yet we find a faded faction ſupport American meaſures, tho 
impregnated: with every evil to the conſtitution ; we find the bu- 
ſineſs of adminiſtration teized and perplexed by motion after mo- 
tion ; the operation of phyſical ingredients upon liberty, and, as 
if 1 curſed, conjoined leagues of pelvis reſentment 
and diſappointed: rage, impede, as much as poſſible, that glory 
and proſperity of which they are members, and the which ſociety 
muſt either riſe or fall by, | 
When we come to examine the features of thoſe men, when 
we come to examine their ſanguinary ties, and the inherent pre- 
judices they muſt retain againſt the Hanoyerian ſucceſſion, it re- 
conciles, in ſome degree, their oppoſition : apoſtacy and abdica- 
tion. mark their lineage, and to their honour be it ſpoken, they 
religiouſly obſerve that family principle, never to be relied on.—- 
am ſorry to hold out ſuch a deſcription ; reſpect cancels a 
greater ſatire, though no ſatire can be too ſevere on the man who 
involves the proſperity of his country in the piques of malevo- 
lence or private reſentment. - 5 


| Had not the importance of the queſtion demanded our ſolemn 


attention, it would create a ludicrous idea to purſue the different 


windings and turnings oppoſition exerciſe, Fe-invelve Fair and 
free diſcuſſion I acknowledge is the life, the birthright of parlia- 
ment; the meaſure I admire and approve, but curſed be the man 
that converts that bleſſing, that toleration into a poignard, and 
ſtabs the vitals of the conſtitution with foul and exaſperated de- 
clamation. | 
To conciliate is a bleffing, it is the humane work of the 
mind : but will thoſe moyers of conciliatory plans produce their 
authority for ſo doing from any legal power of America? There- 


fore every attempt, not ſanRified, or legally brought before the 


houſe, 


| 


— — 
— — 0 
' 
* 4 


| : 
t 


4 
iſh 


- ' 2 
9 ů —— 


manders, we find, when neceſſity incorporates them in our ran 
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| Houſe, ſeems to me to be an opiate to lull us into lumber, or to 


p adminiftration with an oblique reflection of tyranny and 
oppreſſion. 1 n Py 
An honourable member, early in the ſeffions, announced to 
the houſe that he was importantly big with conciliatory matter ; 
the ſponſors of freedom impatiently waited for the momentous 
birth; the parent groaned, and out came a disfeatured fetus, 
the illegitimate offspring of combined progenitorſhip. Here we 
were to repeal all the reſtraining laws, withdraw our army, and 
ive up our right of taxation, without one conceſſion from the 
mericans, or without one indemnity, if we had ſubmitted to 


| thoſe ignominious terms, that they would be accepted of as a 


plan of pacification by the colonies. A noble lord, once high 
in office, the projector of this very taxation, now the ſubje& of 
contention, conceived a figure of ſimilar nature. Long accuſ- 
tomed to the clamour of the people, he judiciouſly thought to 
appeaſe them by putting on the garb of patriotiſm. Miraculous 
garb ! that inſtantly: obliterates all the blemiſhes of former ac- 
tions, and turns the blackeſt ſpots of human nature into a fair 


| White of loud applauſe. Foiled in this attempt of inflaming the 


ple by their conciliatory motions; another game Rarted; of 
German find Iriſh treaties. "The wang of the city came for- 
ward and announced in gloomy leneage an impeachment; the 
City axe was to be re-whetted, and the ſpikes of Temple-bar re- 
mounted; another member, that magna charta was violated, that 
the conſtitution was infringed ; but, upon examination, all was 
found to be according to the ſpirit of the law, an exact legiſlation. 
Lang have I liſtened to the ſounds of patriotiſm, and many are 
the great apoſtates I have ſeen. Let who will turn the machine 
of ſtate, he is conſidered a courtier, his virtues inſtantly die, and 
ublic liberty, with him, is no more; and yet, ſtrange it is to 
tell! this ignominious ſituation is the deſired end of patriotiſm, 
«© Heaven forbid, on both ſides, there ſhould not be men of in- 
tegrity. I am ſure there are many; diſtinctions of whig and 
tory, patriot and courtier, are at this day ſynonymous, and are 
only kept up by the followers of ores the better to deceive. 
By whiggiſh diſtinctions of this ſort we long excluded the mar- 
tial Scotch from participating with us, by which we threw them 
into the hands of foreign powers ; their animation was diſcordant 
to an idle ſtate. To the wiſdom of Lord Chatham we ftand in- 
debted for breaking down the whiggiſh prejudice againſt them. 
The Highland ſword well repays the compliment to their king, 
and country. Upon the ſame principle of deteſtable policy do 


woe ſtill exclude a million and half of Iriſh Roman catholics from 


any military employ, though, upon the teſtimony of our com- 
ks, 


they 
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they ruſh forward with ardent loyalty and undaunted fear, The 
Iriſh brigade of France become the terror of Europe, and the be- 
ligerent powers of the world intruſt them with ſupreme com- 


mand. To coalize them would keep them at home, and fave us 


the trouble and expence of German ſoldiers or treaties : the moſt 
violent whig allows this utility, but argues he will not infringe 
the barrier of the penal laws, How truly devout to prejudices ! 
at this this time the welfare of our country ought to unite and 
link all diſtinctions: the plenitude of the Engliſh empire is now 
at ſtake, and let who will be minifter, whether a Sydney or a 
Butler, or what may, as an honeft man he muſt act with unani- 
mity and fortitude for our preſeryation, 


Subordination and Authority neceſſary ta ſupport 
| vil Liberty. 


| ORAL and political liberty, as already explained, re- 
quiring a ſubordination of our phyſical liberty, cannot ex- 
without it; to thoſe, and to the duty due to parents and ſo- 
ciety, the mind ſtands firſt tutioned, and the will of man is re- 
ſtrained. Thus deducing from the firſt principles of nature, 
holding the practice of the world as our guide, we will find all 
the empires that ever exiſted founded only upon conqueſt ; we 
will find the divine hand leading forth the [iraelites, and placing 
them, by conqueſt, in the lands of Judea; in earlier days, when 
phyſical and moral liberty ſtood unchecked, when the limits of 
empire were unmarked, filial ties, brotherly affection were uſurp- 
ed by the hand of power, men were bound by no laws, by no 
covenants, all was lawleſs anarchy and ſavage confuſion: ma 


. 


ſuch days be obliterated from the page of time, and may all ſuc 


doctrine periſh in obnexious vapour. In latter days, when bar- 
barity ceaſed, when the world meliorated into civilization, when 
boundaries and limits were fixed to empire; the right of conqueſt 
was allowed and guaranteed by the powers of Europe. Conqueſt 
may be defined under two heads; the firſt by the ſword, the other 
by the 1 af any part of the globe unknown before: un- 
der this title did the Engliſh ſend colonies to America, did the 
Spaniards to Mexico and Peru, and the Portugueſe to Brazil; 
under this title, of firſt occupiers, did we become lords of the 
ſoil ; but, to the glory of the Engliſh nation, the ſword eſta- 
bliſhed not the right ; leagues were made with the ſavage tribes, 
and every acre of the twelve united colonies ceded to Britain by 
grants from the original proprietary. Of thoſe ceded lan 
Charters were granted, under the protection of government they 
were occupied, under the ſanction and tenderpeſs of adminiſtra- 
PR tion 
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tion nurſed and invigorated. Thus for a century and a half was 


the ſupremacy of this country acquieſced to, and exerciſed, inter- 


nal taxes eſtabliſhed and ſubmitted to, the charterof Maſfachuſett 5 


Bay forfeited and remodeled after the revolution, and no other 


prevailing idea in America but ſubordination and ſubmiffion. --- 


Of late the intumeſcence of the people have formed different de- 


ſigns, to begin a political quarrel, ſomething was neceſſary to 


be done; ſophiſts have promulged a new doctrine of liberty, and 

— there has multiplied with the Nr of the rattle 
Of all thoſe kind of Dein that ever * its wa —_ 

a Civilized people, or diſgraced a regulated ſtate, is the late 

tem of liberty publiſhed (Obſervations on Civil Liberty); a 

deiſtical principle peryades the whole, and all moral and Ts 

cal eſtabliſhments taken away, but thoſe that correſpond with 


crude nature. It is true that a ſyſtem of this kind generally 


ſucceeds, and has its favourers. Mankind are eaſily wained 
fiom principles that demand ſubordination, and vitiated minds 


eagerly fly to every new JÞangled doctrine that ſanctifies intem- 


perance and debauch. However, to ws. this queſtion of 17 5 
rity by the Doctor's own yn on _ humanity), and 


admitting his challenge of law and uſage, let me examine how 
it will appear on that head. 


The firſt principles of reaſon ſays, teeny granter ought to 


have certain profits and immunities ariſing from the obligation 
conferred; charters are but limitted leaſes, and every man that 


| Ggns that contract, grants a certain authority to the landlord to 


diſtrain and re- enter on ſtated conditions. This fituation, I 
think, reaſon will ſupport to be ſimilar with America, and grant 
to the conſtitution of this country a ſpecific right of my 


and taxation. 


Thus a or. people living on charters, recognize 
certain limits, Will ha fay. that thoſe people, though they 
can make and direct the municipal laws of their village, are 
not ſubject to the laws of the manor, or to the ſupremacy of the 
ſtate? To live d a rivulet, or beyond the Atlantie, makes 
no exemption; if it he Engliſh ground, it is Engliſh * and 
aud ect to the plenitude ot > Brit ſupremacy. 
Will any wiſdom or reaſon ſuppoſe, that in the ol igin of colo- 
ation, the legiſlative body of this. country would thin its in- 
. — would ſend them out at a large experice ? would 
cede: to them a country of ideal advantage for no other purpoſe 


, 96-4 apoſtle-like, to preach and teach the ſpirit of the Engliſh 
conſtitution to a ſavage nation, to form legiſlatures of their 
pwn. independent of the mother country, and to be free and 
— from every controuling power of the-conſtitution? Such 

rea” 


e erer ha 


a Gn „ 
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reaſon muſt be in a ſtate of lunacy, and only fit for the private 
tuition or committeeſhip of the author of Civil Liberty. 

Much already has been faid, and clamorous are the advocates 


againſt taxation; on the principles of reaſon they urge, that 


a confeſſed ſupremacy of this country would only leave America 


the ſhadow of liberty or property; much has been argued, that 


the deſpotiſm „ oP En: is worſe than any private deſpot z 
that a deſpot is eaſily overcome, but that conſtitutional tyranny 
is dangerous and laſting, which would be in vain to expect that 
any people ſhould ſubmit an hour to, without an armed force to 
compel them. 

Theſe are pompous and daring ſounds, Miſerable ſituation, 
if true ]! Miſerable picture of the rectitude of parliament! And 
doubly miſerable of our conſtitutional integrity] Virtue and 
freedom are fled from our ſhore, and fixed their abodes in an Ame- 
rican ſoil, and the only part of the conſtitution which we enjoy, 


is that dreg of venality, bribery and oppreſſion. Such is the 


language held out, and ſuch is one'of the evils that hangs upon 
liberty, that ſuch licentiouſneſs has not its puniſhment. a 
To ſtamp a falſhood on ſuch futile opinions; to beat down 
the forcible argument of the American ſophiſt, who ſays, „If 
the right of taxation be eſtabliſhed, there is no knowing how far 
it will go;” I will ſhew him that every freeman in England 
ſtands upon the ſame perilous ground, as there is no limitation 
to taxation, nor can any man tell how much of his property 
may be engaged. T he 5 of ſtate are laid before parlia- 
ment, which, if they conſider juſt, are provided for by taxation. 
This is as neceſſary for the conſtitution as cooling medicines for 
the inflamed body. Men, it is true, may lament the burthen, 
but are cheared by the opinion, that this money is judiciouſly 
laid out for the ſupport of their rights and liberties. Every ex- 
penditure is laid before parliament, and the wiſdom of the na- 
tion engaged to ſtate a fair account between the people and the 
monarch —Will reaſon, therefore, ſay, that Americans, who 
enjoy the protection of our legiſlature, are not bound to contri- 
bute for its ſupport ? | , 
It is true, if parliament had raiſed enormous taxes not ne- 
ceſſary for the ſafety of the ſtate; if the miniſter had refuſed 
accounting for ſuch ſupplies ; if the legiſlative body had com- 


bined againſt the rights of the people, reſiſtance then would be 
a virtue; even in ſuch a ſituation, that reformation ought to begin 


by a petition of grievances to the throne ; if redreſs there was 
denied, to Heaven.” If the Americans had waited the diſ- 
poſition of our parliament, if had waited, I ſay, until we 
taxed them beyond their — or an equitable proportion _ 
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the ſupport of their own legiſlature, their reſiſtance might be 
ſ more excuſable. No ſuch complaint can be made, therefore 
1 reaſon muſt be forcibly againſt them. | 


1 | | By Humanity. 


| . EL F- preſervation, to equalize the ſcale of juſtice, to com- 
. mand a juſt ſubordination and authority to the laws, to 
| I guard againſt blood and rapine, to hold inviolate the mutual en- 
h gagements of life, and a juſt and general concern for the proſ- 
i perity of mankind, are ſome of the noble attributes of humanity. 
| If then, by ſelf-preſervation, we are to judge, the conſtitution 
has a right to co-erce every part of the empire for its exiſtence ; 
if, by the ſcale of juſtice, to draw from every part a juſt con- 
tribution ; let me examine how this equity is now practiſed ;— 
England pays eleven million one hundred and ſixty- ſix thouſand 
pounds annually ; Ireland, though neither a colony or con- 
queſt, an hereditary revenue of five hundred thouſand pounds 
annually, maintains an army of fifteen thouſand five hundred 
men, a total monopoly of trade, except the linen branch, a no- 
mination of all civil and military employments, and a negative 
on all her laws; Scotland, for the ſame protection, a land-tax, 
a revenue law, and partly the ſame reſtraints and obligations 
with Ireland; America nothing but a monopoly of trade, doubt- 
ful in its advantage. Is it equity, is it humanity, - that a noble 
| failor, a brave ſoldier, or an honeſt mechanic, ſhall pay in Lon- 
duon, the ſeat of empire, the third part of his induſtry in taxes? 
ſhall tax the genial rays of the ſun, and ſit in gloomy retirement 
and ſelf-denial of the conveniences of life, to aggrandize Ame- 
ricans, who baſk in the ſun-ſhine of pleaſure, ſpontaneous na- 
ture pouring to them all her bleſſings, and all the luxuries of 
life enjoyed without taxes or controul ? Surely ſuch a partial en- 
tail on this country would be ſlavery, a yoke intended for us by 
America, Deteſtable and cowardly ſituation ! the redemption of 
which is worth Britain's way dear and valuable conſideration, 

If by authority and ſubordination, every law moral and hu- 
mane Loh a poſitive obedience to the laws of the country we 
live under, this prevents bloodſhed and rapine, two deteſtable 
objects to humanity. 

If by inviolate and mutual engagements, I cannot read of any 
wer, under Heaven, that can diſſolve thoſe ſacred ties but Dr. 

rice; the Romiſh Communion, though impeached upon that 

head, ſwear the pope has. no ſuch power; ſuppoſe many of the 

Teformed church who have taken, at the revolution, the W 
o 
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( 19 ) 
of qualification for poſts and employments, and who, eng 
had internal popiſh prejudices ; ſhould a popiſh pretender ay 
claim to thoſe realms : and doubtful event ponderate, were thoſe 
men immediately abſolved from their oaths, and legally quali- 
fied to ſubvert the conſtitution which they were bound to ſup- 
rt? No; the author of nature never intended man for ſuch 
aſe purpoſes. Profeſs not at all, or if you do, it binds; and 
every private feeling ought to give way to the plighted faith; and 
he who violates that obligation, as the poet expreſſes it.“ is 
only fit for treaſon, treachery, and murder,” Let no ſuch man 
be truſted. 

If by a juſt and general concern for the proſperity and property 
of mankind, humanity will firſt ſay, pay unto Ceſar what is 
unto Czfar due; order muſt be ſupported in ſociety, or humanity 
has no power, and all idea of government'is loſt, if an abſolute 
and dernier power is not veſted ſomewhere; this power cannot 
exiſt of itſelf, therefore has a right of requiring from all its ſub- 
jects ſuch contributions as are neceſſary for the public ſafety : a 
negative on ſuch a demand is the want of humanity and the want 
of honeſty. | 

Fr 0 deducing reaſons I hope I have fully proved, that 
reaſon and humanity are upon our ſide: would to heaven the 
queſtion was to be tried upon that ground ! but the bloody edge- 
is to decide the controverſy. Three million of warriors, the total 
amount of the American inhabitants, we are told are ready to 
take up arms, nor does decrepit age, the muling babe, or the 
female ſex lefſen the number of their animated heroes. That 
many of the Americans are animated with a love of country and 
yes a I doubt not ; why courage ſhould be excluded from their 
foil I ſee no reaſon ; mankind are generally brave in ſelf-defence. 
It is this miſtaken idea in them that claims lenient meaſures, and 
the hand of humanity to be extended to them as a deluded and 
impoſed-upon people. To our factions at home, and to the craft 
of ſome deſigning men among them, who, like Cromwell, mean 
to uſurp all power and ſtand upon ſovereign ground, and to the 
ill-featured productions of ſome fanatical caſuiſts, who have long 
concealed in their bowels the puritanical principles which now 
is let looſe upon us with its FFangled incitements to liberty, with 
Its veil of hypocriſy. and diſſimulation, and with that bloody 


cruelty repugnant to civil liberty and to ſociety, we ſtand in- 


debted, | 8 
In all ſtruggles for empire, in all ſtruggles for liberty, this 
will be the caſe ; epiſcopal ſupremacy is the deepeſt thorn in 
the fanatica] ſoul; a ge, facials pervades their ſyſtem, 
and the name 'of king and 5 op are equally deteſted. ww 
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leads me to an obſervation well worthy the attention of the le- 
giſlature, that ſectaries who depart from the eſtabliſhed and epiſ- 
copal church, are only flying bodies, who wait for ſafe incite- 
ments to build and form a legiſlature of their own ; and though 
moral liberty is a * bleſling, out of that liberty many evils 
originate, to almoſt a total annihilation of ths ſuperſtructure; 
therefore, ia all the firſt eſtabliſhments of colonies or conqueſts, 
the moral obligation ought firſt to be laid down under an epiſco- 

pal obedience, $3 | 
I defire my reader may not comprehend I mean the Scotch 
puritan in this deſcription ; whatever prejudices they had that 
way, they. manfully conquered ; whatever attachments to an ab- 
dicated family, nobly ſubduced ; the utmoſt of their crime was 


a a miſtaken zeal, and men thus animated with the love of king 


and country, when placed upon a juſt ground, are always ſub- 
Jects to be relied upon ; the Scotch at this day elucidate this fact, 
y a praiſe-worthy zeal to ſupport the rightful authority of their 


king and country. 


Of the Juſtice of the War with America, 


Y the inveſtigations I have already laid down I hope I have 
fully proved our right, Rigorous right I will allow may 
ſometimes be extended to ſeverity ; that is the only plea an Ame- 
Tican can make: even on that ground I will meet them. De- 
cided in my opinion on this right, which I never could hear one 
tolerable reaſon given to deny, a conſequent power muſt remain. 
in the legiſlature of this country, to form laws for the govern- 
ment of that part of the empire. Doctor Price recites to us an 
act, as the criterion of ſlavery, that declares this 2 has a 
ower, and of right ought to have a power, to make laws to 
bind the Americans: a truth never queſtioned. But I can recite. 
to the Doctor and his friends many melancholy truths of the. 
ſame nature; that the ſame legiſlature has e many laws to 
bind Britons in all caſes whatſoever. This may be called dread- 
ful power indeed; a dreadful compliment I will allow to the vir- 
tue of our legiſlature, and a dreadful cuſtom which all the pow- 
ers of Heaven and earth exerciſe over their ſubjects. 

But why ſhould I argue with a gentleman who tells me he will 
nat try his queſtion by law, by cuſtom, annuls all charters, and 
emancipates from all civil or religious obligations. I have but 
an airy ſubſtance to encounter, who floats in clouds not bounded 
by any poſition, nor grounded upon any principle. Yet my ob- 

| | 9 ligations 
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ligations to ſociety demand I ſhould ſtrip his imagery of freedom 
thoſe gaudy temptations which incite faction and rebellion, 
and ſay with the poet, 


« Curſed be his parts, they have undone his country.“ 


To revert to the poſition : juſtice tells us the unity and rights 
of an empire muſt be ſupported inviolate ; the king, the miniſter 
or legiſlator, that ſurrenders any of thoſe rights from partial be- 
eg vs or without political juſtice, commits a fraud, and , 
ought to be accountable. Let no man tell me, that a houſe of 
commons can be brought to a ſtate of venality, to make a ſur- 
render of their opinions. In local caſes — may ope- 
rate; but in the more important and fundamental concerns of 
the ſtate, the animation of virtue and love of country prevail. 

Upon this idea the taxation. of America originated ; fond and. 

artially excluded from the weight of taxes by the miſtaken po- 
icy of this country, until it grew into magnitude and became, 
the object of contention. of Europe. The paſſage of the Atlantic 
loſt its terrors; and the dark defiles and ſnowy banks of America 
were found profitable and luxuriant. Here the Americans ated 
as they ought to do; finding themſelves attacked by the formid- 
able enemies of the Britiſh conſtitution, and finding themſelves 
weak and unable to defend, they ſought the protection of the 
parent ſtate ; they aſked not in vain; a war was entered into up- 
on that protection; a war enermous in its expence, and.a war 
of evil importance, as we find in the reſult. Then it was, 
with trembling and ſubmiſſive fear, the children called and ac- 
knowledged their duty to the parent ſtate; the cry was heard, 
and the parent ſtood up, in the plenitude of glory and Engliſh 
valour, to grant away ſeventy millions, to load every nece 
of life, to exert their animated arm, and to waſte a hundred 
thouſand ſouls for their defence, 

This is a caſe of ſo ſingular greatneſs in the hiſtory of man- 
kind, that I beg my reader may mark it with a pauſe, and care. 
fully examine, upon the principle of ſtated juſtice, what the 

Americans owe this country? It has already been proved that 
o, ooo, ooo were expended laſt war, the intereſt of which 
amounts to £2,440,340. Lamentable picture of the folly of 
our nation ! and a ſum infinitely of more conſequence to this 
country than the exiſtence of America. However, after the con- 
cluſion of the war, placed in their peaceful abodes, and freed 
from deſpotiſm, this country went farther. Conſidering the war 
a conſtitutional one, conſidering that it was againſt the colonies 
and ſupremacy of Britain, parliament made. good to the Ameri- 
cans an equitable requiſition of their expenditure, ms. 

| me 


2 


line between the rights of empire and the advantages of the reſi⸗ 


dent people. Juſtice here was blended with humanity. 

In that debilitated ſtate of America, I ſhould gladly aſk the 
American advocate, if the Engliſh had the ſmalleſt doubt of 
their right of government and lawful ſupremacy ; but they could 
dictate by the laws of conqueſt, and form whatever ſyſtem of 

vernment they thought moſt convenient? I ſhould alſo aſk 

im, had not the Engliſh interpoſed, would not the colonies be 
under a French deſpot, and nay, at this day, in the plenitude 
of their greatneſs, if not protected by England, if able to with- 
Rand the powers of France and Spain ? Certainly not. 

We are told we have a monopoly of their trade, and the con- 
ſigns of their tobacco, flower and lumber; we are told th 
take from us 3, ooo, coo a year of our exports; this, though a 
magnihed tale, I will allow to be true: can it be ſuppoſed, on 
the event of caſual commerce, that on all this barter / 1,000,000 
clear profit will remain to us ? By our eſtimates we find they 
coſt us laſt war, not reverting to former expences, an annual in- 
tereſt of { 2,244,340; a balance then appears againſt us of 
£ 1,244,340. Dear bought alliance! 

To make good ſome part of this ſuſtained loſs was the idea of 

Mr. Granville, whoſe memory is an honour to human nature; a 
ſtamp act, therefore, was thought the moſt equitable mode. To 
trace this bill through its different progreffions would be only 

placing a ſtigma on exalted characters, which I wiſh to avoid. 

This idea was again revived under the adminiſtration of the 
Duke of Grafton. The whole houſe, as he tells you, ſtood up 
as one and demanded a fair and impartial taxation of America ; 
Juſtice enforced it, and a duty was granted. The ferment of 
the ſtate, and the ſhameful abdication of the Duke of Grafton, - 
left the meaſure in ſuſpence until, the preſent miniſter, Lord 
North, aſſuaged the phrenzy of the people, and reſtored public 
peace and harmony. No panegyrick can do ample juſtice to 
this great ſtateſman's character; all the great powers of the mind, 
and all the humane dictates of the heart, are in him united, and, 
as the poet expreſſes it, as an honeſt man, is one of the nobleſt 
works of God. To his lot it fell to levy this tax; but, to in- 
troduce it with all the advantages to America, a drawback was 
allowed of twelve pence in the pound on tea, by which the 
Americans would be real gainers of nine- pence in the pound. 
Perhaps the hiſtory of the world will not ſhew an act of ſuch 
outrage, ſuch plunder, and ſuch violation of all laws, and ſuch 
daring inſolence to a parent ſtate, as that committed by the Ame- 
ricans on this Joh! ve not ſatisfied with the rejection of the 
tea, not ſatisfied with ſelf-denial of it, but totally to deſtroy it. 
To fupport this act of injuſtice, juſtice was immediately ſuſ- 

pended, 
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pended, the perpetrators ſheltered and protected, juries would 
not find guilty on the crime, juſtices would not commit, the 
| king's officers were made blanks and loſt all powers, a war of 
independence was declared, and the colonies arm to ſupport this 
a& of intemperance ; long dealing with us in ang err the 
vizard was taken off, companies of rifle-men were formed, and 
perpetual heaven awarded to the man who could ſpill the blood 
of a primitive Briton. Where then was civil liberty ? where 
then was civil property? But we are told, had the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature made an humble requiſition from the Boſtonians for the 
injuries ſuſtained, perhaps they might pay it. Humble ſtate ! I 
always imagined it was the duty of the o ending party to apolo- 
gize, to make reſtitution. I may boldly affirm no ſuch concern, 
no'ſuch offer was made by the Boſtonians ; they ſtood on a more 
elevated ground, and viewed us with contemptuous ſcorn. 

To annalize the moſt correct form of government on earth, 
we will find in it ſome defects, which, if held up to public 
view, may produce imaginary terrors ; defects, often the reſult 
of neceſſity, and ſound policy, in every form of government, a 
dernier power of coerſion muſt remain; this coerſion can never 
be unjuſt, though oppreſſive to private property, when exerciſed 
for the public welfare. When the edict of Lewis XIV. called 
in the plate of his kingdom, to melt into ſpecie for the payment 
of his troops, loud were the clamours. When the king of 
Pruſſia debaſed his coin, equally violent. Yet theſe two acts of 
arbitrary oppreſſion preſerved their kingdoms, and made their 
people great and flouriſhing. 

Having already made the diſtinctions between right and rigou- 
rous right, one objection, and one only, operated on my mind 
as to taxation; repreſentation I always wiſh would follow; but, 
ſuppoſe the right to be inherent, the ſmaller evil muſt give way 
to the greater good; the diſtance of ſituation may impede this 
fair repreſentation ; is that a reaſon the ſupremacy of the parent 
ſtate muſt yield to the little petty ſtates of America, or ſupine in 
neceſſity, for thoſe juſt contributions it is intitled to draw ? 
However balanced in the ſcale I ſtood neuter, until Lord North's . 
conciliatory plan, a plan ſo nobly wrought up with the princi- 
ples of humanity, and the conſtitution, ſo equitable to the rights 
of empire and private property, that the balance falls from opi- 
nion, and diſcovers the impervious principles of ſelf-government 
and ſelf- independence in the Americans. 

This conciliatory motion, though uſhered in like the meſſen- 
ger of Heaven, with the emblems of peace and harmony; with 
the emblems of civil liberty and private property; with checques 
and reſtraints of empire, was rejected with contemptuous ſcorn. 
Americans ſtood on a higher ground, the ground of 11 
| ; ence. 


* g 
- * ——— — — — — 
— 9 _— . = 
- = — n 
a Ah. a4 «tat 


F 
1 

| 
1 


—_— 
— 


o 
TY 5 
1 
WT ; 
*F'* 
* 
5 
% 1 
_ 
z 
4 6 
N 
1 l 
1 | 
be 1 
5 4 
4 | 


© pou 
— 5 
— — 1 
— — 
r 


” 


= - 
* . — bd 
U ww... a ti Al 
* 

. 


> 
2 2 — — = . . 
3 — — — . - — — _ _ . . . — — — 
a — * — a __ 4 »V - 
———7«;«k?u—— — — — o wc. _ —_— . - 2 
— — — 1 5 I * x — — WW — © —_—_—_— 2 — = | — — 
3 < 
C—_—_— 3 — 2 „ a. r 
par meg 71 rs. . wr ww —e»-' * 
” go” . * 
7 


6 4 
dence. This conciliatory motion, not being pe erally known 
and leſs underſtood, ntl unbounded Aer *. og and 7 pafſed by 
in folemn filence by the American ſophiſt. 1 wil here tate, 
for the conviction of my reader, the two leading propofitions of 
it: The firft, that each — ſhould propoſe a certain ſum by 
way of ſubſidy, adequate to their abilities, and in lieu of taxa- 
tion, which ſum was to be aſſeſſed by their own parliament. Se- 


condly, that this ſum was to be appropriated for the ſupport of 


the civil and military eſtabliſhment of each colony, and that no 
* of ſuch money was to be taken out of the granting colony. 
nder thoſe conditions, all ſuch ſubſidies to be at the diſpoſal 
of the Britiſh parliament; thus was the prerogative guarded 
againſt, and the ſcale of empire ſet in eaſy balance; taking the 
argument upon this ground, language can find no ſubterfuge. 
Thoſe multiplied evils complained of, that all property may be 
included within taxation, ceaſes, Authority and ſupremacy 
lulled into reſt, and compenſated for, and a thorough enjoyment of 
civil liberty under their own legiſlatures ; and more of the bleſſ- 
ings and ſpirit of the conftitution, than all the colonies under 
Heaven ever enjoyed. | | 
| Having ſtated thoſe facts, the better to lead my reader to a 
clear view of the preſent war; as a deciſion on this topic ani- 
mates the ſoul, or places in the heart the poignant convictions of 
remorſe ; as juſtice is the ſword that generally triumphs, and law 
gives it an edge too forcible to defend, multitudes ungAranteed cre- 
ate only confuſion ; the minds of men become vitiated, plunder 
and rapine their predominant paſſion, neighbour deſigning againft 
neighbour, and treaſon and treachery concomitants. Thus will 
the Americans tumble into ruin, and the guiltleſs earth be 
ſtained with the blood of rebellious nations, 

Here I intended cloſing my diſcuſſion on the juftice of the 
war, but turning my eye on another page of the Doctor's, in 
which he aſks, „Is it generous, —— we are in a ſink, to 
endeavour to draw America into it? Ought we not wiſh earn 


eſtly, that one country on earth may be left free, to which we 


may fly when venality, vice, and corruption have completed 
the ruin of this country? I own ſuch language has raifed in 
me an animation for my country; nor can I reſtrain my pen 
from declaring, that ſuch daring and indecent expreſſions muſt 
be the reſult of ſome ſatid fink, deep placed in the heart of the 
author againſt the proſperity of his king and country. 

Thus are prejudices laid deep, and the noftrils of Europe 
tainted with the corrupted ſtate of our legiſlative bedy ; a paradiſe 
is opened in Ameriòa, where li 13 to hold in continual 
bloom, and virtue only to be found amongſt the cutters and 
fellers of wood. 

This 
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This leads me to a ſmall digreſſion from the ſubject, to reſcue 
from obloquy and reflection the virtue of our legiſlative body, 
and to ſhew the conſtitution of England was never in a purer 
ſtate, nor better filled and protected with men of exalted virtue 
and extenſive abilities. This inquiry will be beſt made, by ex- 
amining the journals of the preſent houſe of commons ; where 
the two formidable enemies of the conſtitution, bribery and cor- 
ruption, are ſcouted out as far as human invention can guard; 
where every imaginable care is taken to keep the ſprings of re- 
preſentation among the lower order of the conſtituents free and 
pure; and where the partial choice of miniſtry, in favour of an 
undue return, has no weight, this ceſſion elucidates my argu / 
ment, which ſhews that neither Aſiatie treaſure, neither power 
nor conſequence, can enter them doors defiled with baſe cor- 
ruption and undue influence, Virtue ſtands centinel to their 
meaſures, and integrity directs the road; nor was this virtue 
and integrity ever better directed than in their preſent unanimous 
ſupport of their legiſlative authority, and paternal juſtice to their 
country. | 

The deciſion of the houſe of lords ſtamps upon them immortal 
honour ; the baſeſt tongue, or moſt invidious ſatire, cannot 
ſtain their fair name. 

The throne is filled by an illuſtrious prince, whoſe illuſtrious 
virtues, had he no better title, would be ſufficient to raiſe him 
to his preſent ſituation. To trace him through the different 
ſtages of life, will ſhew us how far human perfection will go, 
as no one blot or blemiſh of juvenile folly, or matured debauch, 
will appear. Early in government he made a ſurrender of one 
of the great prerogatives of the crown to the people, that of 
making judges for life. The commons followed the example, 
and made another ſurrender of their privileges to the juſt and 
commercial intereſt of the people; thus a rivalſhip of merit 
enſued. The firſt lord of the treaſury ſtands unrivaled in inte- 
grity : nor 1s there a diſſenting voice on his abilities and fair 
wiſdom. The deciſion of Lord Mansfield, relative to General 
Smith and Hollis, ſtamps upon him and the purity of the con- 
ſtitution, immortal honour, The Lords Suffolk and Germaine 


ſtand ſupreme for virtue and extenſive knowledge. I could be- 


ſtow juſt encomiums on the other great officers of the ſtate; 
but what are their names to Adams, Hancock, or Cuſhing ? or 
what is Britiſh integrity to that magic virtue in American air, 
that converts inſtantly the greateſt delinquent of our ſociety to 


a lover of juſtice and humanity, to a friend of freedom and civil 
liberty ? 


D Whither 
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Whether the War with America is juſtified by the 
Principles of the Conſtitution. 


þ S I have, in the foregoing ſection, proved the war to be a 
juſt one, little remains to be ſaid; if, by the principles of 

the conſtitution, it is ſanctified, prove the one and the other 
follows. But here I mult obſerve, the memory of the American 
ſophiſt is not as good as his invention; in a former ſection he 
tells us, “he is not to be bound by charters ;” now he revokes 
that opinion and tells us, “the Americans have charters which 
no power on earth have a right to change without their conſent.” 
Had not miracles ceaſed, I ſhould be inclined to think, by the 
reaſons handed to us, the Americans were the ſons of ſponta- 
neity, and not ſubject to any control of Heaven or Earth ; but 
our records have melancholy proofs to the contrary : therefore, 
I hope our conſtitution will coerce, as far as its juſt rights; L 
ſhould be ſorry it went further. 
I will readily agree, that, by the fundamental law of the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, people have a right to grant away their own 
money ; but I will as boldly affirm, that colonies are not inti- 
tled to the ſame privileges as thoſe reſiding on the ſeat of empire, 
as excluſive rights muſt be always kept in the center, to give the 
extended wings vigour and motion, and, like the heart of man, 
all the external veins muſt flow to it, to give it animation and 
digeſtition, otherwiſe all will be torpid, and a ſtupefaction per- 
vade over the whole. It is this ſelf- exiſtence that ſanctifies mono- 
polies and reſtraints, and guarentees actions, though often oppreſ- 
ſive to a part, to be for the general welfare of ſocicty. | 
1 have already ſhewn, that colonies are only a tenantary on 
covenanted charters, under ſpecial ſpecifications to the granter 
of certain rights ; this tenure ceaſes the moment the lated cove- 
nants are violated, and devolves to the granter. Men who ſettle 
in a free country, come directly under the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution, which is unrevocable. The moment mankind emi- 
grate, they barter their freedom, and give up their ſhare in the 
conſtitution, for the idea of becoming lords of the ſoil in an 
uncultivated clime, and handing to I fair and valuable 
freehold. Praiſe-worthy conſideration ! To the integrity of 
the legiſlature they leave behind, and are bound by, they look 
up for ſafety and protection; and to their own municipal laws, 
for regulations. The Roman colonies, the Dutch colonies, or 
any other colonies read.of in either ancient or modern hiftory, 
preſume to themſelves no ſuch right as independent legiſlatures, 
But why ſhould I mention that glorious empire of the Romans, 


which 
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which Dr. Price tells us“ was no better than a banditti of 
thieves againſt the liberties of mankind ;” yet, to enoble the 
mind, to find wiſe regulations of ſtate, to find men illuſtrious 
for eloquent and martial powers, we are taught to revert to thoſe 
men as models for our greatneſs. Another wild poſition ſtarts 
up, and we are told the Chineſe, by failing by the coaſt of | 
43 America, would have an equal right to grant charters of it as 
'F the Engliſh. The ſuppoſſion is manifeſt, If they took poſſeſ- 
ſion of it they would be equally entitled. But ſuppoſe a diſco- 
5 very was to be made of ſome new luxuriant continent of the 
4 world, would it be policy, would it be prudent in us, to char- 
5 ter it to our inhabitants without the obligation of control and 
ſubordination to our legiſlature ? to cut away the ſtalk for new 
rafts of empire for the remote corners of the earth? and to en- 
feeble the root without the idea of taſting of the fruit? Surely 
ſuch a wild hypotheſis never entered into the mind of man : 
Therefore the literal ſenſe of the word colonies implies, an ab- 
ſolute ſubordination to the parent ſtate. 

Much pains has been taken to deceive the public in the nature 
of the preſent war, and many inferences” drawn between it and 
that of Charles the firſt ; whereas no two poſitions in nature dif- 
fer more widely : the firſt, a daring violation by the king of the 'Y 
conſtitution, in levying money without the conſent of parlia- ” 
g ment; the latter. a modification of the conſtitution, by levying 
1 a ſmall tax by the concurrent voice of the legiſlature, by the 

4 conſent of former ſtatutes and cuſtoms, and by the approbation 
of the people. A fanciful tale is told us, that the Americans 
only quarrel with our parliament, and hold obedience to our 
king; if parliament be guilty, the king is equally culpable, 
as the act of one is confirmed by the other; they dilelaim 5 
the idea of a deſpot, and yet mean to eſtabliſn one, by cutting 
away the two other branches of the legiſlature. 

E J lament much that pride and vanity had a great ſhare in the 

43 extenſion of our American empire, without due conſideration to 
our intereſt, I allow, that in ſuch intumeſcence of ſtate there 

is generally a greater expenditure than. the real advantage is 
worth; it flatters the imagination to have a wide domain; but 
the narrow ſpot, well cultivated, produces the ſureſt gain. For- 
tunate it would be for this country, if Americus had been 
drove to the ſouthward and never difcovered a North America 1 
ſhore ; numerous are the evils it has already produced, and woe- 
ful the impending calamities of our conqueſt. 
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w O take a conciſe view of this ſyſtem of policy, we muſt 
examine both ſides of the queſtion, and ftate a tair account 
of the advantages and injuries that may ariſe. Firſt then, I 
hope it will not be denied, that a ſupreme power muſt lodge in 
ſome part of an empire, to control and ſuperintend' the entire; 
if this power be denied, independence muſt abſolutely enſue. In 
ſuch caſes the policy of the controling part muſt interfere, or 
the empire will fall into pieces; conſiderations on thoſe fituations 
of economy and prudence cannot be admitted ; all is at ſtake, 
and the queſtion, “to be, or not to be.” This calls to my 
mind an expreſſion of George II. when he was recommended to 
retire from London, for the rebels were at Derby: then, ſaid 
the illuſtrious prince, “Call out my guards, I will die king of 

England.” A ſimilar magnified terror is now placed before us, 
and we are told of myriads and myriads of Americans in arms. 
Retire, fays the caſuiſt, for heaven ſake, and protect yourſelves ; 
all the evils of Egypt hover over your heads, and the ſtrength of 
Sampſon invigorates every American hero, Heaven, he tells us, 
opens to him in wide expanſe, and ſhows him the Americans 
conquering on the ſide of juſtice ; St. Raphael is armed with the 
almighty faulchion to deſtroy our Britiſh legions ; the tribunal 
of heaven has ſigned our convictions, and death and deſtruction 
ſtand our rewards. In ſuch a ſituation what are we to do? are 
we to give credit to this fanatical viſion, the hacknied ſubterfuge 
of every fanatical impoſtor ? are we to reſcind our rights, to give 
up all future claims to the greateſt part of our empire upon this 
belief, and enter into leagues with their high mightineſles of 
continental congreſs ? what language ſhould Ireland hold out on 
a ſimilar occaſion ? why ſhould we ſubmit to a limitation of 
trade? we are as numerous as the Americans and as brave; let us 
lop ourſelves off and be free; Scotland the ſame ; and ever 

other part, until England would become a ſkeleton without limbs 
or animation; a forlorn cripple, under the preſſure of a hun- 
dred and forty millions, national debt. In many ſituations of 
empire relaxations might be made by ſound policy; but one in- 
variable rule ſtands, never to ſurrender any of the fundamentals 
of the conſtitution. To exerciſe power beyond its neceſſity is 
oppreſſion ; and not tg exerciſe it to its juſt limits, a fault, as 
the extreme of humanity may become the extreme of vice. This 
extreme we have long practiſed, in excluding the Americans from 
taxes blended with their charters. Better it would be for found 
policy to tutor the child when young, and make it pay a tribute, 
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be it ever ſo ſmall, for its protection, than let the mind wa 

into arrogance and ſelf- independence. The old proverb tells us, 
ſet a beggar on horſeback and hel] ride to the devil. There is 
not a period, in the ſyſtem of mankind, ſo dangerous as the firſt 
and ſecond generations that ſtart up from diſtreſs into affluence ; 
the ſituation is novel and new, and the mind works in a kind of 
independent phrenzy, until meliorated by time and better ſocicty. 

I will join with Dr. Price, in acknowledging the proſpect 
acroſs the Atlantic of our increaſing colonies may be pleaſant; 
but we preſume to ourſelves no ſuch right as doing with them as 
we pleaſe ; we hang upon them no ignominious badge of ſlavery, 
nor demand one tribute from them not conſonant with Britons 
and the conſtitution, To talk of them as our colonies is a lan- 
guage of juſtice, I beg to know from what elſe have they ori- 

inated, or under what right they hold except charters? If the 
* of this country are laws of juſtice, they have them; if any 
errors remain in their municipal laws, they are ſelf-· accountable; 
the conſtitution of this country touches not their private pro- 
perty, further than to pay for their own protection ; our gal- 
leons are not to go to their ſhore and load their ſpecie to ſupport 
our luxuries ; a ſubſidy is only demanded, as already explained, 
to be expended in each granting colony, and uſed under their 
own legiſlaturts. 

„ I will allow that were pride and the luſt of dominion ex- 
terminated, the quarrel would be ſoon ended.” Would to hea- 
ven the author of thoſe words practiſed the doctrine ! For to the 
luſt of profit he has paid a ſad tribute of proſtituting his pen, 
and to popular faction, of debaſing principles of methodized na- 
ture. However, if we trace this luſt of power we will find it on 
the other ſide of the Atlantic, Power, no doubt, is the end of 
conqueſt, nay, inherent with the nature of empire and of man. 
That our miniſters have often declared, that their object was not 
to draw a revenue from America, | believe literally true. How 
lenient a declaration | What then mult be their object? Only a 
Juſt control, and to equalize the ſcale of juſtice; to make Bri- 
tons pay for Britiſh protection, Iriſh for Iriſh protection, Scotch 
for the like, and Americans for their own. - Americans may ſay, 
we want not your protection, we will protect ourſelves ; ſo will 
every other part: but the policy of England will not admit of 
ſuch language; ſays the conſtitution, covenants and rights have 
paſſed between us which coſt me 140 millions; firſt pay off your 
ſcore before you arrive to independence, otherwiſe I muſt hold 
certain rights granted to me as an indemnity againſt my loſs. 
This is trying the queſtion by humanity and reaſon ; conſtituti- 


onal right may have other reaſons, which policy alone has a 
right to promutge, 
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We are told this is a conteſt from which no advantage can 
ariſe, It is true I have often known more expended in the pur- 
ſuit of juſt demand than the principal was worth; and I believe 
I may juſtly affirm, we have purchaſed America at a greater ex- 
pence than England ever will be repaid. Calculations of this 
ſort are well worthy the attention of a notary public ; but policy 
muſt reject all ſuch confined ideas. We have ſeen Europe em- 
broiled about the etiquette, the pre-emigence at ſea. The dig- 
nity of empires and of kingdoms mult be held inviolate; it is 
the honour of the ſtate; and, as in mankind, muſt be protected 
Dy . if not by the ſword, — However, there are a multi- 
p city of advantages that will ariſe (not from the quarrel, which 

lament) but from our ſupporting our ſupremacy and eſtabliſh- 
ing our right: it comprehends all that 1s valuable and dear to 
Britain; upon it hangs the duration of our freedom, and the 
bleſſings of our independence, The link of empire once broke 
and narrowed in our navigable boundaries, a torpid and ſupine 
lazineſs will overtake us; Jamaica, Antigua, ads, and 
all our Canary iſles, like dimples on the breaſt, muſt fall victims 
to America; and, perhaps, in half a century, an inſulting and 
hoftile American fleet to viſit our coaſt, to demand a ſovereignty 
of the feas from us and the reſt of Europe. 

We are told that blind feſentment, and the deſire of revenge, 
are the infernal principles that actuate our councils : by this 
well paid compliment to adminiſtration I find there is no biſhop- 
rick in view. However, if we are to judge by the ſpecimens the 
Americans have already given us, we will find an implacable 
and revengeful hatred pervades their minds againſt Britains, 
not to be accounted for. To fix an unmerited ſtigma upon 
them is foreign to my defign. But no hiſtory will furniſh us with 
more barbarity and ſavage rage, than in the mode of the preſent 
war carried on by the Americans ; not content with the uſual 
deſtructive implements of war, but rifle guns and markſmen, 
exploded by all the military powers of Europe, are introduced. 
Let the day of Bunker's hill elucidate m ſtory, when thoſe 
very heroes who fought their battles, and ſtood between them 
and the deſpotiſm of France, were marked out from behind their 
ambuſcades, and laid low in bloody carnage, with accummulated 
ſhouts of joy. It is a principle laid down by all churchmen, 
that to take a direct aim, even in the rage of battle, conſtitutes 
premeditated malice and murder. Pray, Doctor, why not in- 
culcate this doctrine in your congregation ? or does your gene- 
ral abſolution on liberty extenuate this horrid crime? To carry 

this idea home, we will find, already, how different men in 
this country and thoſe in America act; a general toleration of 
ſentiment here prevails; no man is baniſhed for his opinion or 


wiſhes ; 
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wiſhes; his property ſafe, and his houſe undefiled. In Ame- 
rica all thoſe bleſſings are taken away, no diſſenting voice is to 
be heard, the liberty of the preſs reſtrained, and the freedom of 
the mind ſequeſtered : to ſuch a degree has this evil magnihed, 
that I am humbly of opinion, had Dr. Price, and the writer of 
the Evening Poſt, wrote there as violently in favour of admi- 
niſtration as they have done in favour of the Americans, we 
would ſee the caſſock converted into a coat of tar and feathers, 
and the Evening Poſt into a mittimus of impriſonment, 

We are aſked, in a pathetic manner, what the poor Ameri- 
cans have done? have they croſſed the ſeas to invade us? No; 
thanks to our wide boundaries and ſuperior force. 


To enume- 
rate what they have done, would be giving a black cata] 


ue 
of woeful events. But what have they not done ? They fri 
deſtroy our property, next take up arms to ſupport the act, ſeize 
upon the king's forts and garriſons, take the civil government 
o into their own hands, iſſue proclamations of reſtraint of trade, 
form a coinage, and every other daring act of inſurrection; 
not ſatished with the juriſdiction of their own country, they at- 
tack his majeſty's ceded poſſeſſions of Canada, they carry fire 
1 and diſſolution into a part of the empire never connected with 
the colonies: nor would their rage or ambition ceaſe there; for, 
was England ſubjoined to America, London would ſoon be- 
come the ſeat of war and plunder. Ambition, when under the 
direction of a tumultuous people, reſtrained by no law but the 
law of ſavage depredation, triumphant, has no boundaries ; nor 
can human wiſdom mark the limits that an emancipating people 
from the laws will terminate in. Could we look into the 
breaſt of Hampden, and the firſt declajmers againſt unfortunate 
| Charles, we ſhould find they had no other view but a reform of 
| abuſes ; diſtant from their minds was the fatal cataſtrophe ; but, 
in all ſuch caſes, an uſurper takes the lead, and though the firſt 
intention may be virtuous, it generally concludes in vice and 
intemperance, and in a total misfortune to ſome one of the con- 
; tending parties, | | 
1 Had the Americans viewed the poor Iriſn, whoſe forfeitures, 
IF whoſe caſtles are occupied by the ſoldiers of the revolution, woe- 
ful experience and prudent caution. would teach them a wiſer 
conduct than to enliſt under the banners of rebellion. Every 
part of the king's dominions has, in ſome period or other, paid 
forfeit to the fluctuating adverſities of time; but the Americans, 
happy in their peaceful abodes, might remain ſtrangers to the 
claims of landlords, under the chearful ſun of proſperity, But, 
alas ! how variable is happineſs! For ſurely ſome Merlin muſt 
extend an inchantment over their minds, to riſque their proſpe- 
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rity only to counteract a wiſe regulation of trade, and, in the 
end, for a hazardous ſtate of certain misfortune. I have de- 
parted from the ſubject ; but to revert. | 

To admit the queſtion, as Dr. Price ſtates, “that our mono- 
poly of the American trade draws to us infinite advantages; that 
they are one of the chief pillars of our funds; that a general 
bankruptcy muſt enſue over England ſhould America prevail; 
that in ae. years their population, if let alone, would be ten 
millions, and infinitely beyond our power to control,” I will, 
for argument ſake, allow. Can the wiſdom of miniſtry be bet- 
ter directed than to put thoſe advantages upon a fafe and durable 
footing, and to guard againſt fortuitous events ? A laxative peo- 
ple, taepeley, generally preponderates in a total ſeparation. 
America, in the repeal of the ſtamp act, loſt all ideas of ſubor- 
dination. Their firſt rejection of our laws, their firſt effort for 
liberty was granted; a puſilanimous adminiſtration, enfeebled 
with pale terror, novel in its juriſdiction, and preferring the idea 
of durable vanity to the proſperity of their country, gave way 
to their boaſtings of reſiſtance, and ſtamped a cowardly temerity 
on our counſels, Happy for them and for us if the rejection of 
the ſtamp act was not made]! The emolument would not be a 
- mote in the eye of the enſuing evil. However, the policy was 
again revived, of putting a teſt to the Americans on which the 
muſt declare, as every information, every 1 ſpoke their 
impervious deſign of independence. The queſtion, therefore, 
was put under the moſt lenient regulation of trade that nature 
could ſuggeſt; the idea was rejected, and the flame of independ- 
ence burſt from its latent incloſure. In ſuch a ſolicitous ſitua- 
tion was the legiſlature to ſupine and ſtand in abject fear of their 
colonies? were they to hold all that was dear to the ſafety of the 
conſtitution on momentary tenure? were they to let America 
grow into an exulting magnitude, until the idea of control, as 
we are informed, would be in vain? were they to riſque the 
ſafety of their monopoly and their funds on the caprice of their 
kind intentions, and to be lulled into compoſure by the Ameri- 
cans until they could draw us into ſome European war, then to 
ſnap the link of empire and declare their independence? No; 
better for us to adjuſt our imperial rights whilſt a general tran- 

uility prevails over Europe, and know what ground we are to 
fland upon: ſhould reſiſtance be the melancholy event, as already 
mentioned, the ſword of Juſtice is in our hand. 

When we come to examine the motives of this war, import- 
ant to the proſperity of this country ; when we examine upon 
what principles the Americans ground their reſiſtance, we will 
find they do not follow.the acts and uſage of anceſtry, nor the 
modes and cuſtoms of their own regulations, In the 6th of 

| George 
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Georg H. an ac was paſſed for impoſing a tax on molaſſes and 
Tugars imported into the colony, and a direct revenue drawn 
from America and granted to the king; this act they ſubmitted 
to. We are now ſophiſtically told, it was boca ſe it had the ap- 

ee of being a regulation of trade. If a fimilitude of fea- 
ture could guarantee this tea tax, it muſt appear in the ſame 
ſight, as no regulation of trade was ever accompanied with, more 
4 rantsges ts America; yet, deaf to every adyantage, an infer- 
nal ſpitit rules their counſels, ſanguine for blood and rapine; 
We are told they only combated againſt the preſident of taxa- 
tlon. The preſident was made already, as recited, with many, 
other ſimilar laws, from their firſt eſtabliſhment... The times, it 
is true, vary; for in the 6th of George II. America bowed to its 
obedience; the French and Canadians were at their back, In- 
dian tribes moroding on their property, and their own. intereſt 
13 the language of ſelf-preſervation ànd ſubordination; 

Il thoſe impediments are now cleared away by an infinite ex- 
pence to the Engliſh, and gratitude wiſely dictates to the Ames. 
ricans, let us fepay our benefactors by diſpoſlefling them of this: 
part of their empire; let us ſet up a king or republick of our 
own for dur protection. an 

To check thoſe unwarrantable deſigns, the pol icy of this 

country Has been wiſely exerciſed; the bulk of the people ſaw; 
throug the ſade of liberty placed before their eyes, en out 
intentions of diſmemberment : the animation of Britains kindle 
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burleſqued ; ahd our want of power ed; yet; with all thoſe 
difadyantages, With only 7 or 8000 troops to oppoſe 120, oo 
regular Amerſcans, they have not been able to gain one inch of 
ound of us that an Indian tribe l not have done the ſame. 
ow pod rerful the hand of mercy, that has; preſerved | dur ier 
| ag 8 beſt generals and the beft troops the World ever 
Þ u — - bby . 15 | 0 * 12 | ard ety 30h, Ar. we; 7 31 
"Having ted' thy reader to fothe, of the leading points of the 
found policy of adminiſtration, I will how ſhew [4h the many 
advantages that will derive Kön 118 conteſt, and, though res, 
luantly entered into by us, that, in its conſequences, wag 
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happy effects will enſue, S rence to | 

— lord Noftli's coficiliatory plan, which Dl Sher 

miſtakes : the legiſlature” of this country will be 5 0 4 — 

igainſt a large expence, of ſupporting the civil an 
200d. for 
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By ſucceeding in the preſent conteſt, we br 
proper ſtate of ſubordination, totally loſt or : if th 
power was not now eſtabliſhed, perhaps in five, ten, or twenty, 
years American population, with a general emigration from Eu- 
rope, would make her too formidable for ſubſugation; conſe- 
quently thoſe threatened evils of Dr. Price's become real ones, 
By this' we will ſecure a-durable tenure in America, we will 
hold the benefit of an excluſive” trade, and though perhaps not 
ſo extenſive for ſome more certain in the end: we will 
render that country formidable by. our garriſons, and perpetual 
to our ſutceſſors. A judicious arrangement of our laws, with- 
out oppreſſion to either party, will ſoon harmonize the minds of 
men connected by the ties of empire; commerce and original 
| torſhip, linked by mutual en ts, boundaries and 
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ts of empire | eſtabliſhed lens will ſupine, and, fair 


induſtry and a laudable ſubmiſſion to the laws revive. 

" Whilft we enjoy theſe benefits, theſe birth-rights, the Ame- 
ricans, on their part, will enjoy many more, Exempt from 
ſupporting the weight of ſome form of government; exempt 
from ou up a formidable fleet, to protect their wide and 
extended coat ;' exempt from keeping up a large Ong army 

to 


to guard 1500 miles of territory ; an economy ſtates i 


them of at leaſt ſix million annually ;* ſuppoſe the ſubſidies to de 
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ain bs paths, of inter Which, tike x man and RY i 
yah turns Y voluptuous proſtitution and degeneracy, which 
ales in mutual ruin, MER, and 1 1 80 Therefore 
on this ground I am warranted to ſay, America i is 
Jurifi& jon and control of ;ngland Dat 
After this general grave ſubject, A, Gngulaty N the 
uind, a littſè mirth Neg 5 amiſs; in Pages 67. and 68 the 
Do@or, after L 1 9 the many ſurrenders of trade the 
our, tells us of fill a greater, by 
enn „ as cht Ling, a king reſident among us, and un- 
our inf vence. I ſhould. gladly know from that well-informed 
100 reyerend authority, who the firſt Chriſtian king of North 
America was ? or at what period this nomination. or ſurrender 
of the Americans was made? I alfo defire to know, what idea 
of Fr the firſt emigrants ſet out with to Ant When 
the. bill of rights between that country and this was eſtabliſhed, 
when they gave vp. 2. negative on their laws, or the dernier de- 
termination. of al civil, ales among them, theſe are futile 
vances on ignorance too ridiculous to pala. To repreſent to 
America as an empire, that had ſelf-government at ſome period 
br other, and who only made a ſurrender of ſome, part of her 
vileges to us from love and regard; when thoſe very privi- 
ges are blended in our conſtitution, and ;Fvery. advance t 
| we made to liberty, tolerations of our humanity :. but thoſe are 
Tor, Rig the oQor” 's ; by ſanctified fables, pergnant with 
tion 


pious eru Sig. is varniſhed, the better to deceive z true 
olicy ind und Re ſtripped of the robes of juſtice, and 
5 0 hatrangued a tedious narrative of thread- bare de- 


a « if we let the Americans alone 4 
Sr, mg b us.” | Wonderful information l On that ſame. 
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5 ee 2 „ as civil. reat nden 1 have mow 

Tn Rader 90 of the 1 that will ariſe to this 

her power ſupreme, aud the ſame are but few. 

of the Mer that will fallow ; whether it be for the love of 

er, the love « 105 g our conqueſt, the love of taxation, 

of 1 17 . it is a ove, it is a lk. loye, a love of pre- 

_ etnjnehCce,” not found on caprice, or the violation of any ori- 


al right, or the ſub ju ation of 
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It Would ba „no doubt, to ſee a number of free Bates: 
eſtabliſhed ove gp ee of the earth. I wiſh virtue of 
1 1 p 1 z th N * Nog ny be an operoſe 
work to find out a ſuitable or ree regulation of man- 
5 kind; but ideas of this kind are as Vague 2s he who ſighs for the 
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general corruption gf e o aim at binding by ties * 
Affection and Intereſt, is a principle I dread not to be found, 
Intereſt Couiteratts affection, and drags that noble virtue to the 
ground Jo be ſatisfied with a moderated power js a ſophiſm in 
polities; power muſt be inveſted abſolute or not at all La EX 


erciſe it leniently is the gift of admin iſtratidn, Heavenly attri- 
bute! To gig and äffift. and love a neighbour, is one. of the 
golden rules 6f all mbrals. Britania, lil a benevolent pare: 

as Jong ſtretched out her fond arms with ſuch bleflings to bes 
American children; bleſſings now rejected and repaid with the 
„„ · Re a ee 
Jo be an tnpire in differences is 4 blank power, and at beſt a 
very unthankful and unbeneficial employ,: policy of that ſort has 
already coſt this country dear, and he, Who in thoſe degenerate 
days, eis to make ſpecial payment from the gratitude of his 
Heigl bour,” will find Himſelf" ſoon in the ſtatute of bankruptcy, 
and -coolly paſſes by mankind. How ' wretched the policy 
that Would truſt the 'preſervation of empire on a ſhadow im- 
—— by every hovering cloud ? No; let the authority be eſta- 

liſhed and exerciſed Jeniently ; commerce and cultivation grow 
beſt under fixed boundaries. The conſtitution, from being in 
erazy ſtate, toſſed about by every wind from thoſe indepengen 
ſtates, which Dr. Price recommends, will form into ſteadine 
and ſtrength awful in its magnitude: the powers of Europe wi 
view it with reſpect ; all ſubdivided ſtates generally claſh, until 
a ruin pervades the whole. England and Scotland, before the 
union, 'were always kept at variance ; the politics of rance in- 
famed one againſt the other: "now harmonized, ' the | thiſtle 
thrives, and the uncultivated hill teems' forth with bending ears, 
of corn. Ireland, when under its petty Kings, was only a fate 
of general warfare.” France, and ny other country, the los 
America, if independent, would fall into the ſame anarc Y, and 
would be as totally loſt to England as before the unfortunate, 

„„ Arey waar rabies n 
To tell of the prodigious population and increaſe of trade of. 
the colonies, is giving the policy of this country the; moſt yaJu- 
able article to guard, and the greateſt danger to beware of, If 
the advantages be tal, as ſtated, no expenditure can be tog 
great to ſupport ſo valuable a right con quently it cannot be. 
a war of folly. If the independence of the colonies increaſes, 
with their population, in twenty years they will be an, over», 
match for Europe ; nec therefore tells us now. is the time 
to eſtabliſh our right. Animated with ſuch,\noble ſentiments, . 
the love of country and the rights of Britons, has the 1 7 
acted; the grandeſt armament and the, proudeſt fleet that the 
world ever produced ploughs up the Atlantic to ſupport our. 


* 


OY * 


n 
claim ; no longer will reflection ſtamp our legions with an im- 
mured and imp riſoned ftate ; I ſhudder at the thought; already 
America been conquered at the expence of f. 70,500,000, 
and loſt: the ſame ground is to go over again; I hope at a "leſs 
expence, and upon a more laſting foundation. ic ag Þ 
The ſituation of our humanity, the olive branch and the ſword 
are now diſplayed; ſhould blind and unwarrantable reſiſtan 
take the lead, martial law muſt be the reſult, and an animat 
and riſing people be cut away in their dawn of . H 
the doctrine of juſt obedience been preached, as carefully as the 
doctrine of falſe reſiſtance, ſome happy effect might enſue. With 
what diſtracted imaginations muſt a man lie down who difturbs 
community; the fleeting ſpectres of the dead ſurround Nis pillow; 
he arts and hears the groans and anguiſh of departitig/ſouls. 
Already I have ſeen, as from the volume of the juſt, texts bor- 


that every libertine can draw a twig from, and twiſt into a mul- 
titude of forms repugnant to ſociety. Two motives ſhould di- 
rect the pen of mankind, namely, to inſtru and to harmonize. 
MWere the united powers of Homer, Virgil, Pope and Vol- 
taire, united on ſo noble an occaſion, the dead letter of fame 
would be ſilent as to their character; but tear up chriſtian and 
legiſlative duties, corporation homilies and benefits will enſue. 
Already we have ſeen the Eſſay on Woman, the pious produc- 
tion of an eminent author, elevate him to the city chair; nor 
can I doubt but Dr. Price's abilities will ſoon promote him to 
ſimilar honour. What city in the world fo judiciouſly happy in 
their perſpicuity of merit] Every virtue with them is annaliſed, 
and the droſs and dregs of nature diſcharged from their gounſEls. 
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Of: the Policy Europe as to our preſent Conti. 
Oi $112: 6 abriua elite ind zi 23 ein 1 
Ns our minds have been generally terrified by the hoſtile in- 

"A tentzons of France and Spain, their fleets magnified,” and 
their unfurled fails deſcryed from the towering heights of Rich- 
mond, invaſions prop and foretold, and terrific dreams, 
monſters. of the night, pregnant with our foreboding fall, a 
ſingle glance at the intereſt of Europe will ſhew us how futile 
ſuch apprehenſions are, and that France and Spain are as nearly ' 
ntereſted in our ſueceſs as we ourſelves. All (politicians agree, 
8 that ſhould. America form an independent ſtate, the object of 
ſpecie-muſt be their ſecondary view; they have within themſelves 
almoſt every other convenience of life; that they never can ar- 
rive at whilſt interrupted in commerce by England; therefore 

c objec} muſt be of that aſpiring nation, to bore through their 
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rowed from the late publications, phyſical liberty, it is a nurſing pony 


2 1 3869 | | 
and defiles' into Mexico and Peru, and ſeize upon the gold 
the Americans become arbitrary lords of any purt of America, 


will ſoon have the whole. He who fights for a ſtave or 
a plant of tobacco will double his animation when rivers of gold 
duſt, and an earth teeming with ſilver bullion, become their ob- 
. — Thus Mexico and Peru, the ſource'of ſpecie to almoſt all 
Europe, will be loſt ; our Spaniſh trade and navigation of the 
fouth ſeas entirely deſeateil; America will become the only ſhop 
of gold and ſil ver bullion, which they will manufacture for Eu- 
rope at their own ſtated price.. Spain already indolent and lazy 
will ſupine, and her martial ſons degenerate for want of employ. 
Will the policy of France, Holland. or any other country who 
benefit by the Spaniſh trade, and who exchange with them Almoſt 
all che articles; of life, let looſe an American people to morode 
on the ſyſtem of Europe, to form a foutth empire of the world, 
ind bring the reſt of Europe under their ſubjection. Added to 
thoſe reaſons, the French have 2 more to apprehend : the 
indigo and coffee of Murtinico, the ſugar of Guadaloupe, and 
the reſt of her iſlands muſt be deſirable objects, and muſt inevi- 
tably fall to the greatneſs and contiguity of America; the poſ- 
ſieſſion of the ſouth ſeas, of Brazil, of Mexico and Peru, of the 
Engliſh and French iſlands; are comprehended within one view 
af American greatneſs, If the powers of Europe will ſubmit to 
ſuch, they may next ſurrender their crowns and dignities to Mr. 
Adams or Hancock, and ſend every year to Philadelphia, the 
ſeat of empire, for a ſmall portion of phyſical liberty, to ſup- 
port our enfeebled ſpirits of animation an licentiouſneſs. 45 
Viewing the policy. of France and Spain on this ground, we 
have nothing to apprehend from them, but every aid to expect, 
ſhould er end a demand ; and though we are 1d far 
malca ſtands ſTurrdtnded® by a French and Splniſh kotite flbet, 
ſuch intelligence is only. the reſult of falſe ſounds, paſſing thro” 
the ohſtructed organs of a diſturbed and-diffatisfied brain: ch 
him every felicity of ours is a curſe, and every curſe à bleſſing. 
Ruſſia ſtands alſo deeply intereſted, as America can be only her 
rival power in the greateſt part of her exports, timber, hemp and 
iron. The general ſyſtem and ſafety of the world argue againſt” 
emancipating ſtates, as it diſturbs the n of the whole, 
and requires a new ſyſtem of policy to be entered into, to ſup- 
port the balance of power. How miſerable the politicians of 
America, that can view the hand of Europe lifted up againſt 
them. It is true France and Spain may ſport with the formid - 
able 4 till both are exhauſted and 8 eaſily ſub- 
dued. To tear up our empire and to engroſs our trade, no 
up 2 Kh aljet | 


doubt, is their delifed end; but America muſt become 


"4 


America they ſtand almoſt indemnified 


our reſentments; a boundleſs continent, with all the 


great veins of the, mother earth, ſuccouring and nouriſhi 
the Atlantic, a wide boundary, and à thouſand | 
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thomleſs; deep, a perilous voyage to waft over. 
. How Jaane the: — þ to Britons, that we are'thi 
moment able to ſupport our rights againſt the combined fleets c 


£ 


1894 attack us and draw upon them our reſentment, in A 5 | 
$5000 men to ſuccour our neceſſities | what pity that the fra- 
mers of ſych falſe reports, who involve the tranquility and pro- 


of the globe where we have a moſt formidable 


of the public in their malignant tales, are not d to 
a pillory, or puniſhable for the invidious detration ! Our mi- 


litia ſtands as a bulwark of internal preſervation ; and, thank 
heaven, we have more we have the minds of the people grafted 
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and riveted to the beſt of kings and belt of conſtitutions. 


Qf our Policy as to Amarica in general. | 


T is a naniouuntontroverted; that to form the win 


pire too large for the body, is bad policy; it is li 


reſiſtance to the firſt hurricane; 


poſſeſſions; our population decreaſes; our ex 
and our tenure doubtful. 


dutements were 
until our coloni 


ulged into a continent, 


Forbid, Heaven, that one American ſubject 


ſuch. a wild hypotheſis in politics, as to- 


! 


of em 
a tree, 
that makes over ſhoots, and vegetates the juices into the ex 
tended branches, until the body becomes concave, and void of 
adual declines muſt at beſt 
follow ; our ſons: of vigour draughted to ſupport our extended 
immenſe 3 
With the judgment of the pruning- 
knife, all exuberances ſhould be. cut away from colonies, and 
kept within certain limits and reſtrictions of power. But con- 
ary ideas actuated our former counſels ; inyitations ang in- 
out to our people to emigrate to America, 
tion and fidelity into uproar and independance. With what 
boaſt and pride uſed we to court our American ſubjects at three 
million ? Hor melancholy this day the reſult of our folly + 
ſhould be depopu- 
lated by the ſword or famine: yet, fortunate for this country, if 
two million of their number occupied. our waſtes and commons, 
dur manufactories, our ſhips, and our legions, was there ever 
end our inhabitants to 
America 


— - 
(4) « 
Ametica to conſumÞ- dur cloth, our linen; dur manufactor les? 
when they could do the ſame at home with double advantage to 
ſociety ? A million of Britiſh inhabitants, with a competent mi- 
litary foree, would have anſwered all the wiſe ends of lepiſlati- 
on; would be ſufficient to carry on the cultivation of tobacco, 
and the cutting of lumbor; ſuch a-humber could be eaſily guard- 
ed, and eaſily kept under à juſt. ſubordination, But no; we 
muſt make a continent as large as China, and truſt to their 
gratitude for grateful returns. Subordination ceaſes the mo- 
ment the mind finds itſelf able to reſiſt. The wiſdom of the 
Dutch, and Ay other European ſtates, in their eſtabliſhment 
of colonies, ought to direct us; a competent number of their 
inhabitants are only ſent out to guard their poſſeſſions, and to 
work the materials of them into profit. But the idea of forming 
a territory in the moon, - 3000 miles from the ſeat of the empire, 
never entered into their minds. Were I to look natrowly into the 
conduct of former legiſlatures, I ſhould imagine they intended 
ſhortly ſhifting the ſeat of empire to America, and depopulating 
this country of its inhabitants for the ornament and imptove- 
ment of America: as every partial bleſſing was beſtowed upon 
that people, to the manifeſt injury of every Britiſh ſubject. A 
miniſter at laſt ſtarted up, with correct ideas for our proſperity z 
the roarings of faction impeded not his intentions for the util: 
of Britains; to it he conſigned his time, and riſqued his portion 
of miniſterial pleaſure to the good of the people. With eagle's 
eyes he ſaw it was better to remedy the evil in its preſent ſtate of 
magnitude, than let the intumeſcence grow into an incurable- 
ſtate. Better to hoop the empire and make it firm, than to let 
it run into extremes, one end in the clouds, and the other on 
earth; or, like the viſion of hypocondriac imagination, that fees 
territories flying in the air, inhabited by ſavage tribes, and a mil- 
lion of miles beyond the line, n n 


Of Emigration, 


F all the evils that ever attended a country, a ſpirit of ettii-- 
| gration is the greateſt; it comprehends a certain ruin 
defolation to ſociety ; it depopulates our manufatturgmags, and 
raiſes the price of labour beyond the compaſs of the artiſt; it 
deſtroys the ſeminary of agricultute, and the nurſery for ſeamerr 
and failots 4 it conveys away our arts and ſciences ; ou? profita- 
ble fields beeorne z our floutiſhing towns defarts ; until, at 
laſt, our ſovereign and gur nobility muſt whiſtle their flocks over 
«+ the plain for want of ſhepherds ; muſt handle the plough ſhare 
for want of labourers to cultivate the foil. Already our recruit- - 
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ing bens and on 25 houſes. have the force of 
thes evil. It is 80 Hee Bl tepreſen bY 2 diſtempered 
r 8d gnant mind to 155 on jericans, our 8 5 parties 
den ſo backward, 155 to the loſs of 40,000 fortuitous 


100 ee 1 bitants, ns ew to the beat of drum, or to 
the 5 6 of the honeſt "tar, n the other ſide of the tlantic 

joſe ſtand as a a phal anx f oppoſe us. Prejudices are eafily im- 
ibed, the more fo, where the mall maff er is arbitrary lord and mu 
* obeyed. 'To ſpe ak of K. ſurpriſing population of America, 
with all the vitals Te the ritiſh empire b . itſelf into it, 
| comprehends no great wonder ; to ſpeak of the epopulation of 

His country, is as cafj] Hart upon the | ſame ground. 


] ſhall here ſtate a hort account, without attending to nice 
accuracy, and ſhew, that in ſo ſma] ] a eriod of time as a cen a 
tury, we would be ſufferers in in our 99 ulation 4000, 000 of in- 
Run ; | 

By all lated accounts it appears, in the laſt ſix years before 
the preſent war, 40,000 emigrated from England, Ireland, and 
Scotland; in the laſt year of that period, 10,000 ; take 10,000, 
which would be infinitely ſhort. on an average, for 100 years, it 
vill make a million; if calculations be true, that we double our 

number every 25 years, the number will far exceed 4, ooo, ooo. 
Where then will be our ſtrength ? or what our remaining num- 
ber? Not alone the loſs of our inhabitants, but the conſumers” 
of our commodities are gone, conſequently a decline in our re- 
venue, By eſtimating the number of our inhabitants at twelve 
million, and the annual revenue of England at twelve million 
more, by ſuppoſing a capitation tax, we find every individual 
worth community one pound, therefore, in a century, we looſe 
four million annually. In vain to talk of conciliatory plans, of 
the conqueſt or the advantage of America, if this evil be not 
remedied, What man will ſtay at home under the preſſure of 
taxes, and the brow of a Hndlonl. when thoſg evils are remedied 
by croſſing the Atlantic. To every number of men, forming a 
deſign of ſettling in America, grants and charters were given ; 
the gaudy ſhip 1 her ſails, and away for ever went our artiſts 
and our manufacturers; the window that paid the king's revenue 
was ſhut up, the habitable houſe was forſaken, and the cultivated 
field turned into brambly paſture, and once more the man become 
arbitrary lord. Men will argue, are not Britains free to emi- 
grate? I grant it: forbid a contrary reſtraint. But, inſtead of 
a fair emigration, every ſeduction of the mind was allowed ; fid- 
dles and flutes invited the unwary ; magnified promiſes of elifian 
plans and fountains of nectar were repreſented ; an indented -_ 

avery, for their paſſage, was entered into, and a cuſtom di- 

n to bs ay even on 8 African "coaſt, tolerated and 
F W ſanctifted. 
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I fanAlifid, Sogh the ſcene of ideal happineſs turned irito loomy 
miſery; We yells and cries of Britaigs were equally heard in the 
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© , Atlantic, as the impriſoned negro Fatched down, and under 4 
Thort allowance with an unfeeling monſter of a captain to ſteet 
# nd guide, Good Heaven ! behold the laſt ſcene! behold, Bri- 
ins, the ſons of freedom, fold at the main-maſt,*turned.roynd 

and viewed, like a brute, to try their bodily perfections, and ſo 

. Inhance'their value! led in captivity. to the ſpot of indented 

, miſery,” and laboured; like the animal, with unzelentleſs mercy f 
To purſe this topic through its different u bad conſe- | 
gquences to this country, would require a magnihed volume; the 
evil at preſent ceaſes from heceſſity; nor can I doubt, Where 
there is fo able a ſtateſman as our preſent miniſter, whoſe Wiſ- 
dom '&mprehends the pa, of the public, and whoſe heart 


4 directs that proſperity, but, at a ſuitable time, he will lop off this 
1 excreſcence to our ſtate, harmonize the hearts of our empire, 
_ = and regulate, with a judicial and equitable hand, the immuta- 
Wy ble rights of the contending parties. 729 f 
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